
The Otterburn Ranges

This old drove road Clennell Street was used in the past by drovers, soldiers and
‘reivers’ (fighting men, thieves and cattle rustlers) from both sides of the border.
This border crossing was known as ‘Hexpathgate’.
Wardens, charged with keeping peace 
north and south of the border, met 
around here in the 15th and 16th 
centuries to make terms.

In 1585, at a meeting ‘under truce’ 
on Windy Gyle, the English Lord 
Francis Russell was shot and killed.
The large Bronze Age burial cairn 
on the summit of the hill was 
named Russell’s Cairn 
in his memory.

Clennell Street

English access legislation is different from that in
Scotland. Please keep to waymarked footpaths and
rights of way unless you see the ‘access land’ sign
which indicates that walkers are free to roam.

Please follow the Countryside Code:
• Be safe – plan ahead and follow any signs
• Leave gates and property as you find them
• Protect plants and animals, take your litter home
• Keep dogs under close control (on leads from 

1 March to 31 July and always when near livestock)
• Consider other people
• Please respect this historic environment

Otterburn Ranges
Today this land is used for military training.
You may see soldiers but there is no live 
firing in this immediate area.

Please obey any signs and do not enter any
road by which a red flag is flying.

Have a safe day and enjoy your visit!
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You are on the Roman road of Dere Street, built in 71 – 81AD by Governor Julius
Agricola. It linked the legionary fortress of Eboracum (York) and Inchtuthil, near Perth.
The road was 180 miles long, so here you’re about 130 miles from the Roman
headquarters in York.

Dere Street

English access legislation is different from that in
Scotland. Please keep to waymarked footpaths and
rights of way unless you see the ‘access land’ sign
which indicates that walkers are free to roam.

Otterburn Ranges
Today this land is used for military training.
You may see soldiers but there is no live 
firing in this immediate area.

Please obey any signs and do not enter any
road by which a red flag is flying.

Have a safe day and enjoy your visit!

Please follow the Countryside Code:
• Be safe – plan ahead and follow any signs
• Leave gates and property as you find them
• Protect plants and animals, take your litter home
• Keep dogs under close control (on leads from 

1 March to 31 July and always when near livestock)
• Consider other people
• Please respect this historic environment

Explore the Roman camps and fortlets at Chew Green,
2 miles south-west of here. Roman soldiers dug their own
defences and a shovel was an essential part of their kit.
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You are now on the final 39km (24 miles) of the Pennine Way. In about 5 km 
(3 miles) you will join the Border Ridge which climbs to its highest point at 815m
(2674 ft) on The Cheviot. The landscape further north becomes a high plateau of
volcanic lavas weathered over millions of years into domed hills. You have a few
steep climbs ahead of you!

You may be lucky enough to see
merlins, buzzards or black grouse or the
flocks of feral goats that roam the
heather along the ridge. These goats are
descended from those released in the
College Valley, north of The Cheviot, in 
the mid 19th Century.

Please keep to waymarked footpaths and rights of
way unless you see the ‘access land’ sign which
indicates that walkers are free to roam.

Otterburn Ranges
The area from here to just beyond Windy
Gyle is used for military training.

You may see soldiers firing blank rounds or
using pyrotechnics, but there is no live firing 
along the Border Ridge.

Please obey any signs and do not enter any
road by which a red flag is flying.

Have a safe day and enjoy your visit!

SCOTTISH OUTDOOR ACCESS CODE
You can cross into Scotland where
access law is different from that in
England. Everyone can exercise rights
over most land in Scotland, provided
they do so responsibly –
• Take responsibility for your actions
• Respect other people’s privacy and peace of mind
• Help land managers and others work safely

and effectively
• Care for your environment
• Keep your dog under proper control
• Please respect this historic environment

The Pennine Way

The Otterburn Ranges



The border ridge was crossed by many rough roads and tracks used in peace and
war from the earliest times. The Street is still one of the most used and follows 
a broad ridge into the heart of Coquetdale.

Smugglers carried hidden jars of whisky down this path in the 1800s.
Excisemen would patrol the hills stopping and searching carts 

and travellers for the contraband liquor.

The notorious Slimefoot pub,
sadly long gone, stood at 

the foot of this path 
200 years ago.

The Street

English access legislation is different from that in
Scotland. Please keep to waymarked footpaths and
rights of way unless you see the ‘access land’ sign
which indicates that walkers are free to roam.

Please follow the Countryside Code:
• Be safe – plan ahead and follow any signs
• Leave gates and property as you find them
• Protect plants and animals, take your litter home
• Keep dogs under close control (on leads from 

1 March to 31 July and always when near livestock)
• Consider other people
• Please respect this historic environment

Otterburn Ranges
Today this land is used for military training.
You may see soldiers but there is no live 
firing in this immediate area.

Please obey any signs and do not enter any
road by which a red flag is flying.

Have a safe day and enjoy your visit!
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