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NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
AUTHORITY MEETING AGENDA 

 
National Park Offices, Eastburn, South Park, Hexham 

 
 WEDNESDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 2013 at  1000  
 

PART ONE 
 
It is expected that matters included in Part Two of the Agenda will be dealt with in private 
 
NPA34/2013  Apologies for absence 
 
NPA35/2013 Chairman’s Introduction 
 
NPA36/2013 Question Time 
 
NPA37/2013 Declarations of Members’ and Officers’ Interests 

Members are asked to declare any personal or prejudicial interests they may have in 
relation to items on the agenda for this meeting. 

 
NPA38/2013 Minutes of Authority Annual Meeting 17 July 2013  
 
Reports for Consideration 
 
NPA39/2013 Item 1: Annual Accounts and Auditor’s Report April 2012 - March 2013 

Deloitte LLP will present their report to the meeting on the 11 September 2013 and 
provide members of the Authority with an opportunity to discuss their findings and 
any significant implications. 

NPA40/2013 Item 2: Quarter 1 Budget and Performance Report 2013-2014 
This report informs members of the Authority of the overall budget position and 
project performance, at the end of the first quarter of the 2013/14 financial year and 
reports changes made to the budget plan since the July 2013 Medium Term Budget 
update report.  

NPA41/2013 Item 3: Medium Term Budget Plan Update 2013-2014 and 2014-2015 
This report updates members of the Authority on the three year Medium Term 
Budget covering the period 2013/14 to 2015/16 and provides an update on income 
generation initiatives and the utilisation of the unapproved projects budget 

 
NPA42/2013 Item 4: Dark Skies Proposal 

The report will inform members, and clarify why Northumberland National Park 
should be designated a Dark Sky Park, explaining the process and the implications 
to the Authority of becoming one. It will highlight some of the perceived benefits 
from becoming a Dark Sky Park both to residents, to our visitors and to our region.  
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NPA43/2013 Item 5: State of the National Park Report 2012-2013 
This report introduces Members to the State of the National Park Report for 2012-
2013.  The State of the National Park Report provides an overall picture of the 
‘health’ of the National Park and measures progress against the outcomes set out in 
the Northumberland National Park Management Plan 2009-2014. 

NPA44/2013  Item 6: Members’ Job Descriptions 
This report asks the Authority to approve a number of outstanding job descriptions 
for member roles which were not available as part of the paper approved at the 
Authority meeting in September 2012. 

 
Reports for Information 
 
Other Items 
 
NPA45/2013 Delegated Decisions  
 
NPA46/2013 Urgent Business (if any):   

This item is to consider such business which, in the opinion of the Chairman, should 
by reason of special circumstances, be considered as a matter of urgency. 

 
PART TWO – EXEMPT ITEMS 

 
It is expected that matters in Part Two of the Agenda will be dealt with in private.  Reports 
[coloured pink, referenced (P) and marked “Not for Publication”] are for Members and Officers only.  
 
Exclusion of the public: Members are invited to consider passing the following resolution:  
“That under section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded 
from meeting as it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part I of 
Schedule 12A of the 1972 Act”:   
 
NPA47/2013 Item P1: Exempt Minutes of Authority Annual Meeting 17 July 2013 

This report contains exempt information in paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A of the 
Local Government Act 1972 as amended by the Local Government [(Access to 
Information) (Variation)] Order 2006 relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the authority holding that information). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tony Gates, Chief Executive (National Park Officer) 
Northumberland National Park Authority 
Eastburn 
South Park    Media enquiries to:  Frances Whitehead (01434 611 542) 
Hexham  Other enquiries to:   Marion Hume (01434 605 555) or e-mail 

NE46 1BS    committees@nnpa.org.uk 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:committees@nnpa.org.uk
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Meetings of Northumberland National Park Authority will be held in public in accordance with 
Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972.  Agenda. Reports will be available on the 
Authority’s web-site in accordance with Section 100B (1) of the Local Government Act 1972. 
 
Northumberland National Park Authority Members: Secretary of State: Mike Bell, Paul Cowie, 
Rev Canon Graham Usher, Mel Whewell,  Peter Murray. Northumberland County Council: Cllr John 
Riddle (Chairman), Cllr Anthony Murray (Deputy Chairman), Cllr Glen Sanderson, Cllr Alan Sharp, 
Cllr John Taylor, Cllr Tom Wilson.  Parish representatives: Cllr Sue Bolam, Cllr Johnny Wilson, Cllr 
Val Gibson, Cllr Kirsten Francis, Cllr Chris France, Cllr Michael Walton. 
 
Northumberland National Park Authority Vision Statement: Northumberland National Park 
Authority will be proactive, innovative and forward-looking, working towards a National Park with 
thriving communities and a sustainable local economy grounded in its special qualities, including a 
richness of cultural heritage and biodiversity, a true sense of tranquillity and a distinct character 
associated with a living, working landscape, in which everyone has an opportunity to understand, 
enjoy and contribute to those special qualities.  
 
National Park Purposes: The purposes of designation and the primary statutory objectives of all 
National Parks are to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the 
areas; and to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of 
those areas by the public. In pursuing these purposes, National Park Authorities shall seek to 
foster the economic and social well-being of local communities within the National Park, but without 
incurring significant expenditure in doing so, and shall for that purpose co-operate with local 
authorities and public bodies whose functions include the promotion of economic or social 
development within the area of the National Park. 


