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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING  
 

15 FEBRUARY 2012 at 1100 – 1215 
 

NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK, EASTBURN, HEXHAM 
 

In the Chair:  Cllr R Pearson 
Present:   Cllr S Bolam, Mr A Mitchell, Cllr A Murray, Cllr J Wilson, Cllr J Riddle,  

Cllr D Edwards, Dr E Stockdale 
 

Welcome and Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies were noted from Cllr T Wilson, Mr P Nicholson and Mr P Cowie.   Mr R Mayhew, 
(National Park Landscape and Forestry Officer) attended for DMC 003/2012 Neighbouring 
Authority Consultation. Mrs J A Garrick (National Park Head of Planning, Conservation and 
Communities), Miss Jessica Taylor (National Park Planning Officer), Mr T Gates [Chief 
Executive (National Park Officer) and Mrs A Barker (Legal Officer) were in attendance.  
 
DMC 001/2012  Declarations of Interest 

There were no Declarations of Interest for this meeting. 
 
DMC 002/2012  Minutes of the Development Management Committee Meeting held on 

 14 December 2011 

Cllr A Murray proposed the Minutes of the Development Management Committee meeting 
held on 14 December 2011 be approved and this was seconded by Dr E Stockdale.  The 
Minutes were signed by the Chairman.  

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 14 December 2011, as circulated, be 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

DMC 003/2012 Neighbouring Authority Consultation 
 

11NP0021CO Neighbouring Authority Consultation in respect of erection of 3 No. wind 
turbines, contractors' compound and associated works; meteorological 
monitoring mast; permanent tracks to connect the turbines with the 
highway; and temporary access track at Wingates Moor, Longframlington, 
Morpeth, Northumberland. 
 

Officer Update 
 
The Planning Officer, Ms J Taylor, drew the Committee’s attention to her report and reminded 
the Committee that this was a neighbouring authority consultation. She introduced Mr R 
Mayhew, National Park Landscape and Forestry Officer, who provided additional information 
in the form of a presentation.   

Mr Mayhew advised members he had carried out a detailed assessment of the area using 
various analytical methods.  He had identified a number of concerns including the effect of the 
turbines on views looking into the National Park, the impact when viewed from public rights of 
way, impact on residents of the Park, and the impact on specific areas particularly the 
Sandstone Hills and overall tranquillity. 
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Questions of Fact 

Cllr J Riddle asked about the navigation lights on the 120m wind turbine towers and R 
Mayhew confirmed the turbines would be fitted with these.  Cllr S Bolam asked about the 
colour of the turbines and R Mayhew confirmed they would be painted in a non-reflective paint 
though every location was treated on its own merits depending on the surrounding landscape.   
 
Proposal of Motion 

Cllr S Bolam proposed that the Committee accepted the recommendation in the officer’s report 
to object to the proposed development because of its unacceptable negative impact on the 
sense of openness and tranquillity of the National Park, in particular the views from Simonside, 
Lordenshaw Hill Fort and Garleigh Moor.  The development could also have a negative 
cumulative effect on the quality and character of the landscape.  Cllr J Riddle seconded this 
proposal.  

 
Points raised during discussion and debate 
 
Cllr J Riddle asked that the Committee’s concerns about the visual impact of the navigation 
lights on the turbines be included in the Authority’s response to the County Council.  Cllr E 
Stockdale agreed with this but felt that this is as already covered in the recommendation.      
 
The Chief Executive (National Park Officer) asked the Committee if they would be happy to be 
represented at the County Council meeting in March 2012 when the application would be 
considered and to have their views, including those on the navigation lights issue, put forward 
at that time.  The Committee agreed to this.   
 
Vote on the proposal 
 
Members voted on the proposal as contained in the report which recommended Members 
object to the proposed development.   
 
For:   Seven  Against:    None Abstentions: One 
 
The motion was carried. 
 

RESOLVED that the Authority accepted the recommendation in the officer’s report to object 
to the proposed development because of its unacceptable negative impact on the sense of 
openness and tranquillity of the National Park in particular views from Simonside, 
Lordenshaw Hill Fort and Garleigh Moor.  The development would also have a negative 
cumulative effect on the quality and character of the landscape 

 
DMC 004/2012 Application for Planning Permission 

 
11NP0079 Retrospective application in respect of change of use of the Hemmel from 

ancillary residential accommodation to holiday accommodation at 
Holystone Priory Farm, Holystone, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE65 7AJ 
 

Officer Update 
 
The Planning Officer explained the report, providing photos to accompany this and highlighted 
the recommendations in the report. The Planning Officer advised that since the report had 
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been written, a further letter of objection had been received which had raised concerns 
regarding the impact on highways and the local sewage system. 

Questions of fact 

Mr A Mitchell asked for clarification that the change of use was from ancillary to residential in 
the original 2008 application and the Head of Planning, Conservation and Communities 
confirmed this was correct.   The Chief Executive (National Park Officer) advised the 
Committee he had received a letter from Harbottle Parish Council on 14 February which 
detailed some general concerns they had as to how the application had been handled.   

Proposal of Motion 
 
Cllr J Wilson proposed the recommendation as set out in the report to grant conditional 
permission, subject to the conditions as set out in the report, seconded by Dr E Stockdale. 
 
Points raised during discussion and debate 
 
Cllr S Bolam was concerned at the ease with which people could apply to build a property with 
one use for which they later applied for a change of use and suggested more care be taken 
with specifying conditions when approving planning applications.  Dr E Stockdale said that she 
had no objection to the holiday let with the conditions specified in the recommendation.   
 
Cllr J Riddle referred to the letter received from Harbottle Parish Council and asked the 
Planning Officer to respond to points 1 – 5.  On point 1 the Planning Officer advised that the 
applicant was not seeking permission for use of the property as a dwelling house, on points 2, 
3 and 4 there was no requirement within policies for the applicant to justify the need for holiday 
accommodation and the proposal was considered to be in accordance with policies as set out 
within her report, and finally point 5 – whether someone has or has not undertaken 
development without planning permission is not a material consideration.  
 
The Chairman reminded the Committee they must only consider the application in front of 
them. 

 
Vote on the proposal 
 
Members voted on the proposal to approve the recommendation in the officer’s report to grant 
conditional permission, subject to the conditions as set out in the report, in respect of change 
of use of the Hemmel from ancillary residential accommodation to holiday accommodation. 

 
For: Four  Against: Three  Abstentions:  One 
 
The motion was carried.  

 

RESOLVED that the Authority approve the recommendation in the report to grant 
conditional permission, subject to the conditions as set out in the report 

 
DMC 005/2012 Urgent Business 
 
There were no items of urgent business for this meeting. 
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PART II:  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

Cllr R Pearson proposed the exclusion of members of the press and public to this part of the 
meeting and this was seconded by Cllr J Riddle.   
 

RESOLVED that under section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and 
public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of Items DMC 049/2011(P), DMC 
050/2011(P) and DMC 051/2011(P) as they involved the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined in Part I of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Act and as indicated below. 

 
The full minutes of agenda items in Part II which contain exempt information under Schedule 
12A of the Local Government Act, have been produced separately. 

DMC 006/2012(P)   Exempt Minutes of the Development Management Committee 
Meeting held on 14 December 2011 

 
Cllr S Bolam proposed the exempt Minutes of the meeting held on 14 December 2011 be 
approved and this was seconded by Cllr J Wilson. The Minutes were signed by the Chairman.  

 

RESOLVED that the draft exempt Minutes of the Development Management Committee 
meeting held on 14 December 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
DMC 007/2012(P)  Breach of Planning Control 

 
This report contains exempt information in the following paragraphs of Schedule 12A of the 
Local Government Act 1972 as amended by the Local Government (Access to 
Information)(Variation) Order 2006: Paragraph 6 information which reveals that the authority 
proposes (a) to give under any enactment a notice under or by virtue of which requirements 
are imposed on a person; or (b) to make an order or direction under any enactment. 

 
Following consideration of the officer’s detailed report and a lengthy debate, Members 
 

RESOLVED that no enforcement action is taken with regard to the alleged breach of 
planning control and that the current structured monitoring activity ceases. 

 
DMC 008/2012(P)  Report on Development Management Enforcement Activities – 

update on enforcement activity undertaken by the Authority 
between 1 November 2011 and 31 January 2012   

Exempt under Paragraph 6 - information which reveals that the authority proposes (a) to give 
under any enactment a notice under or by virtue of which requirements are imposed on a 
person; or (b) to make an order or direction under any enactment. 

 
The Planning Officer advised that this report informed of ongoing and completed enforcement 
activity between 1 November 2011 and 31 January 2012.    There being no further issues 
raised, the Chairman proposed the report be noted and this was seconded by Cllr J Wilson. 
 

RESOLVED that the report on Development Management Enforcement Activities be noted.  

 
The meeting, including Part II, closed at 1215.  


