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MINUTES OF THE DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING  
HELD ON  

Wednesday 13 June, 2012 10.00 – 10.45am 
AT NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK HEADQUARTERS, EASTBURN, HEXHAM 

 
In the Chair:  Cllr A Murray 
 
Present:    Mr Mike Bell, Cllr S Bolam, Cllr D Cadwgan, Mr Robert Cornall,  

Cllr B Douglas, Cllr D Edwards, Cllr D Kennedy, Mr Peter Murray,  
Mr P Nicholson, Cllr J Riddle, Cllr A Sharp, Ms M Whewell, Cllr J Wilson. 

 
In attendance:    Miss Jessica Taylor (Planning Officer), Mr Stephen Dowsland (Planning 

Assistant), Mr Tony Gates (Chief Executive [National Park Officer]) and    
Mr Tom Sunter (Legal Officer) 

 
PART ONE 

 
Welcome and Apologies for Absence: 

In the absence of Cllr R Pearson, Cllr A Murray took the Chair for this meeting. 

Apologies were received from: Mr P Cowie, Mr A Mitchell, Dr E Stockdale and Cllr T Wilson 
 
DMC 015/2012 Declarations of Interest 
Cllr J Wilson declared a personal and prejudicial interest in DMC 017/2012 as he is the 
tenant of the development, and had completed and signed the Declaration of Interest form. 
 
DMC 016/2012 Minutes of Previous Meeting held on 18 April, 2012 
Mr P Nicholson proposed the Minutes of the Development Management Committee meeting 
held on 18 April 2012 be approved and this was seconded by Cllr D Cadwgan.  The minutes 
were signed by the Chairman. 
 
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 18 April 2012, as circulated, be 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

Cllr J Wilson left the meeting at 10.03am 

DMC 017/2012 Application for Planning Permission 

12NP0046 Proposed construction of agricultural building to house livestock, 
with associated stock yard and tree shelter screening at Ingram 
Farm, Powburn, Alnwick, Northumberland NE66 4LT 

The Planning Assistant provided an overview to his report supported by photographic 
evidence.  This particular case was being brought before the committee as the current tenant 
of Ingram Farm is a member of Northumberland National Park Authority. 

Additional information on lighting and flood risk measures have been submitted by the agent. 
The information was considered to accord with core strategy policies. 

The Planning Assistant recommended the development for approval subject to the conditions 
outlined on pages 10 & 11 of the report. 
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A member asked if the lighting of the proposed development met health and safety 
requirements.  The Planning Assistant assured the Members that the lighting details had 
been submitted by the agent and therefore met the applicant’s needs. Policy 19 of the Core 
Strategy relating to Tranquility seeks to ensure lighting is appropriate and where possible 
reduces unnecessary glare.  The lighting schedule proposed by the applicant was 
acceptable. 

Questions of Fact: 

The Planning Assistant responded to a question on assessment of need.  The Authority’s 
Farming Officer supported the need to modernise following damage to the previous building 
from snowfall, whilst maintaining cost effective accommodation for livestock that meets 
current standards. Tony Gates informed Members that it was not the responsibility of the 
Authority to assess the economic need for the development. 

A Member commented that it was everyone’s right to have planning permission unless a 
good reason could be made against planning permission.  Mr Tom Sunter responded to 
clarify that it is not a right for everyone to be granted planning permission.  Mr T Sunter 
further stated that the application needed to be determined in accordance with the 
development plan unless material planning considerations indicated otherwise. 

Debate and Discussion: 

Further comments were made regarding Dark Skies initiatives within Northumberland 
National Park.  The Dark Skies initiative recommends use of downlighting rather than 
uplighters, that would not affect health and safety, and people’s needs.  
 

 
Proposal of Motion: 

Cllr J Riddle proposed that the application be approved.  Cllr B Douglas seconded the 
proposal as the proposed construction materials fitted with the area and the tree planting and 
screening was appropriate. 
 
No further comments were received. 
 

   
Vote on the Proposal: 

Members voted on the proposal as contained in the report which recommended Members to 
grant conditional permission subject to the listed conditions. 
 
For:  Twelve  Against:  Nil  Abstentions:  One.  The motion was carried. 
 
RESOLVED that the Authority approve the recommendations in the officer’s report to 
grant conditional permission, subject to the conditions set out in the report 
 
Cllr J Wilson returned to the meeting at 10:17am. 
 
DMC 018/2012 Urgent Business There were no matters of urgent business to discuss.   
 
This part of the meeting concluded at 10:20am and was followed by Part Two. 
 
 
Signed  ……………………………………………………….  (Chairman) 


