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MINUTES OF THE DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING  
 

Wednesday 15 August, 2012 1035 – 1118 
 

AT NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK HEADQUARTERS, EASTBURN, HEXHAM 
 
In the Chair:  Cllr R Pearson 
 
Present:   Mr Mike Bell, Cllr S Bolam, Mr Robert Cornall, Cllr B Douglas, Mr A Mitchell, 

Cllr A Murray, Mr Peter Murray, Mr P Nicholson, Cllr J Riddle, Cllr A Sharp, 
Cllr P Straker, Ms M Whewell, Cllr J Wilson. 

 
In attendance:    Jessica Taylor (Planning Officer), Tammy Adams (Head of Planning, 

Conservation and Communities), Tony Gates (Chief Executive [National 
Park Officer]), Tom Sunter (Legal Officer) and Philip Ashmore (Independent 
Person) 

 
PART ONE 

 
Welcome and Apologies for Absence: 

Apologies were received from: Cllr D Cadwgan, Cllr D Edwards, Dr E Stockdale, Rev Canon 
G Usher, Mr P Cowie and Cllr T Wilson 
 
DMC 021/2012 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest for this meeting. 
 
DMC 022/2012 Minutes of Previous Meeting held on 13 June, 2012 
 
Cllr J Riddle proposed the Minutes of the Development Management Committee meeting 
held on 13 June, 2012 be approved and this was seconded by Cllr A Sharp.  The minutes 
were signed by the Chairman. 
 
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 June 2012, as circulated, be 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman, Cllr R Pearson 

DMC 023/2012 Application for Planning Permission 

12NP0055 Change of use and conversion of existing garage to form holiday 
accommodation and home office/studio, demolition of existing 
single-storey extension to be replaced by construction of a two-
storey extension and installation of air source heat pump at 
Mount Pleasant, Falstone, Hexham, Northumberland   NE48 1AF 

The Planning Officer provided an overview to her report supported by photographic evidence 
and elevation drawings.  This particular case was being brought before the committee as the 
applicant is an employee of Northumberland National Park Authority.   

The Planning Officer informed the members of two typographical errors to be amended to the 
report:   
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Page 1, 1.4 should read “The air source heat pump will be located to the north west of Mount 
Pleasant and a second adjacent to the existing garage”; and 

Page 5, 3rd

The Planning Officer requested members to turn to page 11, condition 6 of the report and 
informed the members that the first part of the condition relates to a condition requested by 
the Highways Authority to ensure a stopping up order is made before the development of the 
self catering unit commences.  Legal advice received is that the condition would be unlawful 
and therefore a revision to the wording is proposed. The Planning Officer informed the 
members that a failure to apply for a stopping up order can be enforced by separate highway 
legislation and that instead of through the use of a condition, this Highways Authority request 
should be addressed through an informative attached to the application; this can be found on 
page 13 of the report. The Highways Authority have been informed of this.  The second part 
of the condition relating to the highway verge is considered reasonable. 

 paragraph should read “The landscape and forestry officer does not object to this 
application”. 

The Planning Officer proposed the revised the condition to read; 

“The holiday accommodation should not be brought into use until the adjacent areas of 
highway verge has been reinstated in accordance with Northumberland County Council 
Highway standard specifications or otherwise agreed in writing by the local planning 
authority”.  

The Planning Officer recommended members to grant conditional permission. 

There were no questions of fact. 

Questions of Fact: 

A member asked the Planning Officer whether the applicant (an officer of the Authority) had 
been treated equally to other applicants.  The Planning Officer confirmed that the applicant 
had been treated equally and that the application had been considered in light of the policies 
within the Northumberland National Park Authority Core Strategy and Development Policies 
Document. 

Debate and Discussion: 

 
The Planning Officer informed the members that the application met the criteria of Policy 5 
“General Location of New Development” and Policy 7 “Conversion of Buildings outside 
Settlements”.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the attachment of a condition to restrict the dwelling for 
holiday accommodation only and a condition attached to home office/studio being ancillary to 
the main building. Agreement was reached that an additional condition would be added to 
the report. 
 
13.  The approved home office/studio shall only be used as ancillary accommodation in 
conjunction with the dwelling house of “Mount Pleasant” and retained in perpetuity. 
  
Reason: To ensure that the home office/studio hereby permitted is used as ancillary 
accommodation to the main dwelling house in accordance with Policy 5 of the 
Northumberland National Park Authority Local Development Framework Core Strategy and 
Development Policies. 
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The Planning Officer was asked for clarification over whether the existing garage could be 
converted or would need to be demolished and replaced, or converted. The officer confirmed 
that the information in the application indicated the existing garage could be converted. 
   

 
Proposal of Motion: 

No further comments were received. 
 

   
Vote on the Proposal: 

Members voted on the proposal as contained in the report, with amendments and additional 
condition no. 13, which recommended Members to grant conditional permission subject to 
the listed conditions. 
 
For:  Fourteen     Abstentions:  Nil 
 
RESOLVED that the Authority approve the recommendations in the officer’s report to 
grant conditional permission, subject to the amendments and the conditions set out in 
the report to include condition no 13. 
 
 
DMC 024/2012 Urgent Business 
 
There were no matters of urgent business to discuss. 
 
This part of the meeting concluded at 11:05am and was followed by Part Two. 
 
 


