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MINUTES OF THE  

 
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING  

 
Wednesday 14 November 2012 at 1000 - 1045 

 
NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK HEADQUARTERS,  

EASTBURN, HEXHAM 
 
In the Chair:  Cllr A Murray 
 
Present:   Cllr J Riddle, Mr P Murray, Ms M Whewell, Dr E Stockdale, Mr P Cowie, 

Cllr S Bolam, Cllr D Edwards, Mr A Mitchell, Cllr D Cadwgan, Mr M Bell 
 

In attendance:   Jessica Taylor (Planning Officer), Tammy Adams (Head of Planning, 
Conservation and Communities), Rachel Dixon (Legal Adviser) and Philip 
Ashmore (Independent Person/Observer) 

 
PART ONE 
 
Welcome and Apologies for Absence: 

Apologies were received from: Mr R Cornall, Cllr B Douglas, Cllr D Kennedy, Cllr A Sharp, 
Cllr P Straker, Cllr J Wilson, Cllr R Pearson, Cllr T Wilson, Rev Cannon G Usher. 
 
In the absence of the Development Management Chairman, Cllr R Pearson, Cllr A Murray, 
Deputy Chairman, assumed the role of Chairman.  
 
DMC 027/2012 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest for this meeting. 
 
DMC 028/2012 Minutes of Previous Meeting held on 14 August, 2012 
 
An amendment to the Minute was noted with Mr P Cowie’s apologies to be recorded. 
 
Mr M Bell proposed the amended Minutes of the Development Management Committee 
meeting held on 14 August 2012 be approved and this was seconded by Ms M Whewell.  
The minutes were signed by the Deputy Chairman, Cllr A Murray in the absence of the 
Development Management Committee Chairman, Cllr R Pearson. 
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Development Management Committee meeting held on 
14 August 2012 as circulated and amended, be approved as a correct record and signed by 
the Deputy Chairman. 

DMC 029/2012 Application for Planning Permission 

12NP0076 Retrospective application in respect of construction of timber stables and 
tack room; erection of conservatory attached to dwelling house and 
detached double garage at Hott Cottage, Greystead, Tarset, NE48 1LE. 
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The Planning Officer advised the date on the report DMC029/2012 should be 14 November 
2012 and this amendment was noted.    

The Planning Officer provided an illustrated presentation for the benefit of members along with 
background information to the application and to complement the report.  

The Planning Officer advised that the application had two elements, firstly the retrospective 
stables and secondly a proposed garage and conservatory. The Parish Council had objected to 
the stables on the basis that they were unsightly and abut a public highway; they also raised 
concerns regarding the quality of the plans.  She said that the Applicants were proposing to 
change the roofing material of the stable and provide landscaping along the boundary with the 
highway in order to address the reason for refusal of the earlier application.   

Officers considered the original proposal, with the changes incorporated, would overcome the 
previous reasons for refusal.  The stables were of a similar style and design to other stables 
approved in the National Park. The Planning Officer advised that since the report had been 
compiled, a letter of support had been received from a resident of Lanehead.  As detailed in para 
1.8 of the report amended plans have been received by the Authority which corrected 
inaccuracies in the original plans and in light of this, condition 2 of the report would be amended 
to include the date the amended plans were received.  The Planning Officer concluded by 
affirming that the application was recommended for approval.  

Questions of Fact 

A member enquired about the procedure with regard to considering applications such as this one 
which were a mix of retrospective (stables) and proposed (conservatory) structures.  The Legal 
Adviser confirmed it was normal practice to receive applications which relate to new development 
proposals as well as retrospective elements. 

 
A member commented on the landscaping of the application and the Planning Officer explained 
what this comprised of, including hedging and screening the approach to the site.  

 
Debate and Discussion 

The Legal Adviser reminded the Committee that the motion being discussed was the granting of 
conditional permission, subject to eight conditions as listed in the Planning Officer’s report.  
 
A member made the point that whilst in the past the Authority had granted permission for similar 
stable blocks it had also, in some instances, refused permission. The Planning Officer pointed out 
that mitigating measures in this application such as the hedging and changes to the roofing 
structure in particular made this proposal, in her view, acceptable. 
 
A member asked what the main objection of the Parish Council had been and the Planning 
Officer advised it was primarily the visual appearance of the stables abutting the highway and 
their opinion that clearly scaled-off plans had not been provided.   
 
A member asked about other possible uses of the stables apart from the obvious use and the 
Planning Officer confirmed the stables could not be used for business use and added that an 
additional condition could be added to cover this point.   
 
A member recommended adding this as an additional condition to the application, if approved, 
and this was discussed by the Committee who agreed that this additional condition should be 
recommended for inclusion.    
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A member referred to para 6.1, and recommended that the Committee should consider the 
application as put before the Committee, accept the Planning Officer recommendation for 
approval and proposed that this be carried.  However, a member raised the issue of enforcement 
action and asked if any such action had taken place with regard to the site previously.   
 
The Planning Officer advised that the application now being considered by this Committee was a 
result of discussion on the issues that had arisen previously and that the current application, if 
approved, would rectify the situation and prevent the need for enforcement action, which was a 
positive result for all concerned. 
 
Proposal of Motion 
 
The Legal Adviser reminded the Committee that the original motion being discussed was the 
granting of conditional permission, subject to eight conditions as listed in the Planning Officer’s 
report.  Following discussions members had subsequently recommended the inclusion of a ninth 
condition to restrict the use of the stables for personal use.   
 
The Legal Adviser therefore clarified the motion now being proposed was the granting of 
conditional permission, subject to eight conditions as listed in the Planning Officer’s report with 
the addition of a ninth condition to restrict the use of the stables for personal use. 
 
Vote on the Proposal 
 
Cllr J Riddle proposed that an extra condition restricting the use of the stables for personal use 
only be added to the list of conditions, this was seconded by Mr P Murray and agreed 
unanimously by members.  
 

RESOLVED to agree the recommendation in the report to grant conditional permission 
subject to the eight conditions listed in the report and with the addition of a ninth condition to 
restrict use of the stables to personal use.  

 
DMC 030/2012 Urgent Business 
 
There were no matters of urgent business.  
 
Part One of the meeting concluded at 1020 and was followed by Part Two. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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PART TWO 

Exclusion of the Press and Public 

The Legal Adviser clarified the reasons for the exclusion of press and public for this part of 
the meeting and advised that members needed to be satisfied that the public interest in 
maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing information 

RESOLVED that under section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and 
public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of Items DMC 031/2012 (P) and 
DMC 032/2012(P) as they involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in 
Part I of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Act and as indicated below. 

 
Members of the public withdrew from the meeting.   
 
The outcomes of Part Two of the meeting are recorded in the separate Exempt Minutes.  
 
DMC 031/2012(P)   Exempt Minutes of the Development Management Committee 

Meeting held on 15 August 2012 
 
Members noted the contents of the exempt Minutes and  
 

RESOLVED that the exempt Minutes of the Development Management Committee meeting 
held on 15 August 2012 be approved and signed by the Deputy Chairman. 

 
DMC 032/2012(P) Report on Development Management Enforcement Activities – 

update on enforcement activity undertaken by the Authority 
between 31 July and 31 October 2012 

 Exempt under Paragraph 6 - information which reveals that the 
authority proposes (a) to give under any enactment a notice under or 
by virtue of which requirements are imposed on a person; or (b) to 
make an order or direction under any enactment. 

 
This report informed the Development Management Committee of ongoing and completed 
enforcement activity between 31 July and 31 October 2012.  Members 
 

RESOLVED that the report on Development Management Enforcement Activities between 
31 July and 31 October 2012 be noted 

 
The meeting, including Part Two, concluded at 1045. 
 

 

 
Signed:        …………………………………………………   (Chairman) 
 
Date:     ………………………………….. 


