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MINUTES OF THE DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wednesday 15th May, 2013 10.10 – 11.25am 

AT NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK HEADQUARTERS, EASTBURN, 
HEXHAM 

 
In the Chair:   Cllr A Murray  
 
Present:     Cllr S Bolam; Mr P Cowie; Mr P Murray; Cllr J Riddle;  

Cllr A Sharp; Cllr P Straker; Ms Mel Whewell; Cllr J Wilson; 
 

In attendance: T Adams (Head of Planning and Communities), Michael Miller 
(Planning Officer), T Sunter (Legal Advisor) 

 
PART ONE  

Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from: Mr Mike Bell; Rev Canon Graham Usher; Cllr T 
Wilson  
 
Cllr Murray welcomed attendees to the meeting including members of the public. 
 
DMC 2013-024 Election of Development Management Committee 

Chairman and Vice Chairman 

To elect a Chairman and vice Chairman of the Development 
Management Committee. 

Since the previous meeting held in April the position of Development Management 
Committee Chairman has become vacant.  

Mr P Murray proposed not to elect a Chairman in the interim period until the Annual 
General Meeting to be held in June.  Cllr J Riddle referred to: 

Standing Order 2.1 (d)            at the annual meeting, and at any other meeting which 
is the first after the office of Development Management Chairman shall have become 
vacant, to appoint a Development Management Chairman; 
 

Cllr J Riddle confirmed that the appropriate Special Responsibility Allowance would 
be applicable. 

Cllr J Riddle proposed Cllr S Bolam to be appointed Chairman of the Development 
Management Committee.  Mr P Cowie seconded the proposal. 

The Chairman asked if there were any other nominees.  There were no other 
nominations. 

Vote on the Nomination: 

Members voted on the nomination of Cllr Bolam being appointed Chairman of the 
Development Management Committee. 

For: 5 votes   Abstentions: 2 votes 
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RESOLVED that Cllr Bolam be appointed as Chairman of the Development 
Management Committee. 

Cllr Bolam accepted the office of Chairman of the Development Management 
Committee and informed the committee that she was happy to proceed without 
further briefing. 

In the Chair:  Cllr S Bolam 

DMC 2013-025 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest for this meeting  

DMC 2013-026 Minutes of previous meeting held on 17th April, 2013 

Cllr Riddle proposed that the Minutes of the Development Management Committee 
held on 17th April, 2013 be approved and this was seconded by Cllr A Sharp.  

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 17th April 2013, as 
circulated, be approved as a correct record and signed by Cllr S Bolam, 
Development Management Committee Chairman. 

DMC 2013-027 Application for Planning Permission 

13NP0010 Erection of a new steel braced portal frame supporting a 
coated profiled sheet steel roof to oversail & protect the 
consolidated walls and floor of the building, including 3 No. 
translucent profiled roof-lights, integrated with the roof covering 
in the north slope at The Old Palace, Yeavering, Kirknewton, 
Wooler, Northumberland. 

The Chairman introduced Michael Miller, Planning Officer to the committee. 

Planning Officer’s report 

The Planning Officer presented the application report to the members.  The 
application site is located at the foot of Yeavering Bell, with the area characterized by 
being of open rural grassland  

Due to technical problems with the powerpoint, the Planning Officer distributed 
copies of the proposed plans. 

The application is a resubmission of application reference 12NP0113, which 
proposed the same physical changes to the building, but also included the Change of 
Use of the building to a Visitor’s Centre.  Following the withdrawal of the previous 
application, this submission concerns physical changes to the building only and does 
not include the change of use element to the proposal. The Planning Officer 
confirmed that this application is for the steel framed roof only. 

Members were informed that the Parish Council has objected to the application.  
“The location of the building means that it will be seen from all directions and the roof 
will become a focal point”.  
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The Planning Officer informed the members, that following legal advice on the 
wording of the recommendations, condition 3 should read: 

“the proposed construction of the roof covering the subject of the application 
shall not be carried out before the submission to and approval in writing by 
the Local Planning Authority, of a method statement detailing how the 
vegetation at the site shall be protected and retained during and after 
construction and the approved method statement shall be carried out as 
approved”  

Questions of Fact:  

The Planning Officer was asked if the roof would be temporary or permanent, he 
confirmed that the recommended roof would be a final covering. 

A member asked whether there would be insulation under the roof to prevent 
condensation and, if not, could this be included in an amendment. 

The Legal Advisor reminded members that the issue of insulation and applying 
amendments goes beyond the remit of the planning authority in terms of the 
application as it would not be reasonable to impose a condition to secure this. 

Debate and Discussion 

The members discussed the options of roof materials for an open historic building.  A 
member had recently attended a Parish Council meeting as a member of the public 
and reported that the Parish Council were happy with a steel roof if the colour of the 
roof were to blend into the environment.  These comments had not been conveyed to 
the Authority. 

The majority of the members could not visualize the position of the building, and with 
the absence of photographic evidence, the members agreed to defer the decision 
until a site visit. 

Proposal of Motion and Vote on Motion: 

The motion to defer the decision until a site visit was proposed by Cllr Riddle, and 
seconded by Mr P Murray. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

RESOLVED that the Head of Planning will organize a site visit to enable the 
members to consider the application 

 

10:35  Cllr Wilson joined the meeting. 

DMC 2013-20  Application for Planning Permission 

13NP0017 Erection of two holiday lodges and agricultural building with 
integral stables at Alwinton Farm, Alwinton, Morpeth, 
Northumberland    NE65 7BQ 
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The Planning Officer’s Report 

The Planning Officer gave an overview of the report.  The application being a re-
submission of a previous application submitted earlier in 2013, which was withdrawn 
on a previous Planning Officer’s request for revisions to be made to the window 
treatment and the materials used on the main elevations could be simplified to the 
use of wood only. 

The Planning Officer informed the members of an addendum to condition 4 of the 
recommendations which should read 

“ No development is to start until a landscaping scheme has been submitted 
to the local planning authority and no lodge is to be occupied until the scheme 
has been agreed in writing by the local planning authority.  In respect of the 
landscaping scheme approved by the local planning authority the planting 
shall be carried out within 12 months of commencement of the development.  
Trees and shrubs shall be planted and subsequently maintained in 
accordance with good practice to ensure rapid establishment, including 
watering in dry weather and replacement of failed plants and damaged stakes 
and ties.  For a period of 5 years from their planting, not trees or shrubs shall 
be removed without the written agreement of the Local Planning Authority”. 

No objections to the application have been received. 

Due to technical difficulties the Planning Officer passed around plans of the 
application.  The Chairman commented that it is important to have visual displays at 
future Development Management Committee meetings.  The Planning Officer was 
able to use a map from his presentation to demonstrate the siting of the proposals. 

10:47  The Chairman invited the applicant, Mr T Kenny to address the meeting. 

Mr Kenny gave a brief history of his ownership of Alwinton Farm.  Although the farm 
has a good tenant there is a need to diversify and given the situation of Alwinton 
Farm straddling Clennel Street and other Rights of Way, the only area for 
diversification is tourism.  The design for the two holiday lodges is based on those 
built in the Richmondshire area.  

10:51 The Chairman thanked Mr Kenny. 

Questions of Fact 

None 

Debate and Discussion 

One member asked what materials were used for the roof.  Mr Kenny confirmed that 
the roof would be constructed of slate colour coated steel code 4 that was madein 

Wales.  It would be a traditional style, sloped to 5° to reduce visual impact. 

Recommendations 

A member commented that it was a good scheme in an ideal position.  
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Vote on the Proposal 

Cllr Sharp proposed that the members accept the recommendation subject to 
amendments to condition 4.  Mr P Murray seconded the proposal. 

The recommendation was carried unanimously, 

RESOLVED that the Authority approve the recommendations in the officer’s 
report to grant conditional permission, subject to the conditions set out in the 
report to include an addendum to condition 4. 

DMC 2013-029 Planning Appeal Update 

Notification that an appeal has been lodged against non-
determination of application 12NP0099 for construction of 
detached 3-storey 4-bedroom house incorporating laundry and 
storage facilities for proposed self-catering business on the 
adjacent site on land to rear of Greystones, Lanehead, Tarset, 
Hexham, Northumberland, NE48 1NT 

The Head of Planning and Communities informed the members that an appeal has 
been submitted against non-determination, rather than refusal of application 
12NP0099. 

The application was deemed invalid by the Head of Planning and Communities due 
to a discrepancy in the plans and drawings for the application. 

The members noted the contents of the report. 

Vote on the recommendations 

The Chairman proposed to accept the Planning Officer’s report.  Cllr J Riddle 
seconded the proposal.   

The proposal was carried unanimously. 

DMC 2013-030 Urgent Business 

Cllr A Sharp would like a letter of thanks to be sent to the outgoing Chairman. 

Cllr J Riddle wished to thank Cllr A Murray for standing in for the outgoing Chairman 
in her absence on several occasion. 

The Head of Planning and Communities informed the members that a request for 
exemption from the new permitted development rights for changes of use from Office 
to Residential by the Authority had been refused by the Department of Communities 
and Local Government and that no National Park Authorities had been granted this 
exemption.  

A member raised the issue of visual displays in committee meetings to help inform 
considerations and decision..  The Head of Planning and Communities assured the 
members that she would follow this up. 
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Cllr A Murray informed the members that until 5 mins before today’s meeting there 
was uncertainty of being quorate and of the need for members to confirm their 
attendance.  The members discussed the procedure for new members to be 
appointed to the Authority and the Development Management Committee following 
the recent elections.   

The Chairman thanked the members of the public for their attendance and interest. 

This part of the meeting concluded at 11:05am and was followed by Part Two. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


