
Minutes Northumberland National Park Authority  
Development Management Committee meeting 15 January 2014                     Page 1 of 4 
approved 14 May 2014 

                                                          

 

 

MINUTES OF THE 
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING  

 
Wednesday 15 January 2014 from 0930 - 1002 

 
NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK, EASTBURN, HEXHAM 

 
In the Chair:  Cllr S Bolam 
Present:   Mr M Bell, Cllr S Bolam, Cllr C France, Cllr V Gibson, Mr P Murray, Cllr J 

Riddle, Cllr G Sanderson, Cllr A Sharp, Cllr M Walton.  
In attendance:  T Adams (Head of Planning and Communities); M Miller (Planning Officer); T 

Sunter (Legal Adviser) 
 
PART ONE 
 
Welcome and Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies were noted from Ms M Whewell, Cllr T Wilson, Cllr J Wilson, Cllr A Murray, Cllr K 
Francis, Cllr J Taylor, Dr P Cowie.  
 
The Chairman explained that the reason for holding the meeting, to discuss the application for 
approval of details reserved by condition, was in the interest of democratic legitimacy. The Legal 
Adviser reminded members if they arrived late for a meeting they would be unable to participate 
in the item being discussed.   

 
DMC2014-01   Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest from members for this meeting.  
 
DMC2014-02  Minutes of Previous Meeting held on 11 December 2013 
 
It was proposed that the Minutes of the Development Management Committee meeting held on 
11 December 2013 be approved and signed by the DMC Chairman. Cllr A Sharp pointed out as 
he had not been at the meeting he would not vote on the minutes. There being no further 
issues, members agreed the minutes and  
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Development Management Committee meeting held on  11 
December 2013, as circulated, be approved as a correct record and signed by the Development 
Management Committee Chairman. 

 
DMC2014-03  Application for Approval of Details reserved by Condition  
 
13NP0077 Approval of details reserved by condition 9 of planning permission 12NP0108 in 

respect of construction of additional car parking area to create a further 40 No 
parking bays at Housesteads Car Park, Military Road, Bardon Mill, 
Northumberland, NE47 6NN 
  

Planning Officer report 

M Miller, Planning Officer, reminded members the application was brought before this Committee 
following a request from members when the application 12NP0108 was considered at Committee 
in January 2013 that the approval required under condition 9 of the Core Strategy to that 
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permission should not be delegated to the Head of Planning and Communities. The Planning 
Officer provided a succinct resume of the application illustrated with some slides and diagrams.     

Questions of Fact       

Members said they understood that when they requested the application be returned to 
committee for consideration they would be taking into account some physical measure to prevent 
people with high sided vehicles driving into the car park and were concerned that the report 
before them did not address this. Members agreed that safety was paramount regardless of the 
location of the car park in a world heritage site.  The Head of Planning and Communities advised 
members that when the original application had been consulted on, the comments from the 
Highways Agency had been taken on board. 
 
A member spoke about concerns raised by their parish council and locals and recalled 
discussions at a previous Development Management Committee meeting regarding this matter 
about no high sided vehicles in the car park but a separate area for them.   
 
The Head of Planning and Communities said the condition imposed on the applicant did not 
specify a ‘physical mechanism’ was required and that the applicant had been asked for their 
proposal to address the Committee’s concerns, the result of which was the report before the 
Committee.  It was at the applicant’s discretion how they addressed the Committee’s request and 
their interpretation of ‘barrier’ was signage. The Head of Planning and Communities added that 
the Highways Agency were satisfied with the applicant’s proposals and safety measures which 
they deemed ‘adequate for purpose’.  
 
The DMC Chairman reminded the Committee that the application before them related to the 
bottom right hand corner of the car park and that the concern of members was that this was not 
to be open to any high sided vehicles parking in the new car park.   
 
Members asked for clarification of the visuals for the signage which the Planning Officer 
explained.  The Head of Planning clarified that all vehicles would enter and exit via both east and 
west access points and that high sided vehicles would park on the eastern side.   
 
The Planning Officer asked the applicant, who was sitting in the public gallery, to answer a 
question of fact. The applicant, represented by D Proudlock Head of Operation at the National 
Park, explained the reasoning behind the proposal for signage rather than a physical barrier in 
the car park as there was no suitable area where a physical barrier could be installed to prevent 
drivers of high sided vehicles from entering the car park. A member pointed out the sign design 
was weak and the images could be made clearer; it was also felt that adherence to the signs 
would rely on the good nature of visitors rather than a compulsory instruction. 
 
The Head of Planning and Communities asked a procedural question of the Legal Adviser – in 
terms of the applicant being the National Park Authority the Legal Adviser said that members 
could delegate final approval to the Head of Planning and Communities to sign-off. He added that 
the National Park Authority could also refuse their own application but would have to give valid 
reasons for doing so.  
 
Discussion and debate 

A member said that the Authority had a moral responsibility for highways safety and felt strongly 
that, even if the car park is an open car park in a world heritage site, there needs to be a physical 
barrier and the intrusion of such barriers may have be accepted to ensure highways safety issues 



Minutes Northumberland National Park Authority  
Development Management Committee meeting 15 January 2014                     Page 3 of 4 
approved 14 May 2014 

                                                          

 

 

are addressed. Other members supported this view and also believed road safety considerations 
were paramount.  

 
A member did not believe measures proposed by the applicant were sufficient to address 
concerns raised at the previous meeting when the application was discussed. With the car park 
so close to a busy junction the member raised again the concerns of his ward and was surprised 
and disappointed with the new proposal as detailed in the applicant’s report.  
 
The DMC Chairman moved to refuse the application on the grounds that the measures taken by 
the applicant were insufficient and would compromise highways safety. Cllr A Sharp moved the 
proposal to refuse the application on the grounds of highways safety of vehicles entering and 
leaving the car park and their sight lines being compromised.   
 
The DMC Chairman asked what advice should be offered to the applicant by the Committee and 
members proposed that an additional recommendation of the erection of a physical barrier with 
improved signage be passed onto the applicant. The Chairman added that if the recommendation 
of the committee was for the applicant to re-consider the question of physical barriers then the 
matter would require to come back to the Committee for their consideration and not be delegated 
to the Head of Planning and Communities. The Head of Planning and Communities referred 
members to the Local Development Framework Core Strategy and Development Policies, Policy 
3 (c) Development Principles. 
 
The Legal Adviser reminded members they should be clear on the proposal made by Cllr A Sharp 
to move the proposal to refuse the application on the grounds of highways safety of vehicles 
entering and leaving the car park and their sight lines being compromised as being the 
recommendation under consideration, and that all other comments were to be treated as ‘advice’. 
 
Cllr M Walton seconded Cllr A Sharp’s proposal which was now deemed a substantive motion.  
 
A member pointed out that the Committee were also minded to go against statutory consultation 
advice from the Highways Agency. The Legal Adviser said it was acceptable for the Committee to 
do this but they had to set out their clear reasons for refusal.  

 
Proposal of, and Vote on, Motion  

The DMC Chairman moved Cllr A Sharp’s proposal for the refusal of the application on the 
grounds that measures proposed by the applicant did not address satisfactorily, highways safety 
issues and entering and leaving the car park with regard to sight lines and as such, was in conflict 
with the Local Development Framework Core Strategy and Development Policies, Policy 3 (c) 
Development Principles and that the consideration of physical barriers, along with improved 
signage as a recommendation, be made by the applicant.  The DMC Chairman moved that the 
applicant be invited to submit a report addressing these issues to the Committee in due course 
for their decision and not delegated to the Head of Planning and Communities.  

 
The motion was unanimously approved by members and there being no further matters 
discussed members 
 

RESOLVED  

 to refuse the application on the grounds that measures proposed did not address 
satisfactorily highways safety upon entering and leaving the car park with regard to sight 
lines, in conflict with Policy 3 of the Northumberland National Park Local Development 
Framework Core Strategy and Development Policies, Policy 3; 
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 to informally suggest to the applicant that consideration be given to physical barriers and/or 
improved signage proposals; and 

 that any revised proposal for the discharge of planning condition 9 of planning permission 
reference 12NP0108 was to be made by the Development Management Committee. 

 
DMC2014-04  Urgent Business:   
 
There were no matters of urgent business discussed. 
 
Part One of the meeting ended at 0954 followed by Part Two.   
 

 
PART TWO 

 
Exclusion of Press and Public 
 

The reasons for the exclusion of press and public for this part of the meeting were clarified and 
the Legal Adviser reminded members that they required to be satisfied that the public interest in 
maintaining the exemption outweighed the public interest in disclosing information.  
 
Cllr J Riddle proposed, for the reason that members would be discussing matters of a confidential 
nature, the exclusion of members of the press and public to this part of the meeting.  This was 
seconded by Cllr G Sanderson. Members agreed unanimously that the public be excluded and 
there being no further issues, members. 
 

RESOLVED that under section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and 
public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of item DMC2014-05(P) as it 
involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part I of Schedule 12A of the 
1972 Act and as indicated below and the public interest test against disclosure is satisfied. 

 
DMC2014-05(P) Exempt Minutes of Meeting held on 11 December 2013  
  
Members noted the contents of the exempt Minutes of 11 December 2013.  An amendment was 
pointed out – ‘Cllr V Foster’ should be ‘Cllr V Gibson’ - and annotated in the Minutes.  With this 
amendment members recommended the Minutes be approved and signed by the Development 
Management Committee Chairman.  Cllr A Sharp pointed out as he had not been at the meeting 
he would not vote on the minutes, and there being no further issues, members 
 

RESOLVED that the Exempt Minutes of the Development Management Committee meeting 
held on 11 December 2013, as amended, be approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Development Management Committee Chairman.  

 
The meeting, including Part Two, ended at 1002. 
 
 
Signed:              ..............................................................................   (Chairman) 
 
Date   ................................ 


