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Item 1: PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON THE FORESTRY COMMISSION’S CHEVIOTS FOREST 
DESIGN PLAN 2017 – NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY’S 
RESPONSE 

 
1. Purpose of Report 
 
1.1  To agree the Northumberland National Park Authority’s (‘the Authority’) response to a 

formal public consultation by the Forestry Commission (FC) on the Cheviots Forest 
Plan, the strategic forest design plan covering Kidland and Uswayford forests within 
the National Park (see appendix 1). 

 
 
2. Recommendations  
 
2.1 The Authority is recommended to object to The Cheviots Forest Plan for the 

reasons set out in paragraph 9.2. 
 
 
3. Implications 
 
3.1 Financial 

 There are no financial costs expected to be incurred by the Authority as a result of 
the Forestry Commission Cheviots Forest Plan consultation. 

 
3.2 Equalities 

An Equality Impact Assessment has been undertaken for the Farming and Rural 
Enterprise work area (which includes woodlands and forests) and no negative or 
positive impacts of forestry management were identified in terms of Equality. 
 
 

4. Overview  
 
4.1  Commercial forestry is an important part of the rural economy in many parts of the 

Northumberland National Park and this is recognised within the Authority’s Natural 
Environment Vision 2014 – 2035. Indeed approximately 20% of the National Park 
area is afforested or managed for timber production and Northumberland National 
Park Authority recognises forestry as an integral part of the National Park. The 
Authority endeavours to ensure that forestry activity does not have a detrimental 
effect upon the special qualities of the National Park by working on the principal of 
‘Right Tree in the Right Place’. 
 

4.2  After detailed analysis of the Cheviots Forest Plan and associated material it is 
acknowledged that the management prescriptions, if fully implemented, could in time 
result in the forestry compartments and their associated management having some 
reduced impacts upon the special qualities of the National Park, when compared to 
the current position. However, some key issues affecting the special qualities of the 
National Park will still remain, and new impacts will arise as a result of these 
proposals. The effects relate primarily to the proposals for Uswayford Forest and 
require consideration by members in formulating the Authority’s response to the 
Cheviots Forest Plan. The Cheviot Forest Plan itself is available to download via the 
link on page 10 of this report or paper copies can be made available on request. 

 
a. Uswayford forest is coming to the end of its first rotation and in line with the UK 

Forestry Standard (UKFS), Forests and Biodiversity Guideline No.2 that 
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identifies that landowners should ‘consider options to extend and improve Priority 
Habitats.’ In the case with the Cheviots Forest options should be considered to 
extend the adjacent blanket bog priority habitat (see appendices 2 and 3). This 
would be in line with the Forestry Commission’s Open Habitats Policy 2010. This 
policy sets out a structured approach as to when to convert woods and forests to 
open habitat in situations where it would consolidate existing or enhance key 
species and habitats. This is probably the only time that this consideration can 
be made for Uswayford Forest since, by the time a forest moves to its second or 
third rotation, forest drainage and harvesting activity tend to leave the hydrology 
of the site beyond effective reversion. 
 

b. With the upper fringes of the Cheviots Forest lying at 570 meters above sea level 
and only 250 meters from the Pennine Way, England’s foremost National Trail, 
the proposals set out in the Cheviots Forest Plan would result in a prolonged 
detrimental effect upon the landscape character, views and setting of this 
extremely sensitive part of the National Park. The UKFS Landscape 
Requirement No.2 requires that forests are managed to take account of 
landscape designations and various policies that apply. In addition, Section 11A 

of the 1949 National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act that places a duty 
Relevant Authorities, such as the Forestry Commission, to have regard to the 
purposes for which National Parks are designated. 

 
c. Within the Cheviot Forest Plan there are proposals to create 4,529 meters of 

new forest road, much of which crosses deep peat and 990 meters of which will 
cross open moorland that has been mapped as Priority Habitat. In addition there 
are proposals to upgrade a further 7,750 meters of existing forest road within 
Uswayford Forest. Whilst the alignment of the forestry roads and location of the 
quarries from which the stone is to be sourced is set out within the Cheviots 
Forest Plan, no detail as to the construction methodology, quantity of stone 
required or the impact upon the quarry sites is provided. This work is likely to be 
subject to Environmental Impact Assessment and involve the Planning process 
and therefore in order not to pre-determine the outcome of these processes it is 
not appropriate to reflect on the implications that this development of 12.3 
kilometres of forest road might have on the special qualities of the National Park 
as part of this forest design plan consultation process. 

 
 
5. Background 
 
5.1  Forest Enterprise (England) is currently an executive agency, sponsored by the 

Forestry Commission, and is the organisation responsible for managing the English 
public forest estate, which the Cheviots Forest is part of. On 27th November 2015 
Northumberland National Park Authority was asked by Forest Enterprise to comment 
upon their draft Cheviots Forest Plan, with the deadline for responses being 11th 
January 2016. In order to inform this response (see appendix 4) Members undertook 
a site visit on the 6th January 2016 to the principal forestry blocks that make up the 
Cheviots Forest. 
 

5.2  Since making this response Forest Enterprise agreed an extension to their original 
consultation schedule based upon the level of interest there was from key 
stakeholders and neighbouring landowners. A meeting was held on the 2nd June 
2016 where Forest Enterprise fed back to Natural England and Authority staff the 
results of further analysis, including a peat depth study that was undertaken in parts 
of Uswayford Forest. A walk through survey of the Usway Burn catchment was 
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undertaken on the 8th July 2016 by Natural England, Environment Agency, Forest 
Enterprise and Authority staff in order to observe possible sources of diffuse 
pollution. 

 
5.3  Discussions have been held at a Regional Director/Chief Executive level between 

Forest Enterprise, Natural England and The Authority, looking at the possibilities of 
incorporating the Cheviots Forest Plan as a study area within the Defra supported 
Border Uplands Demonstration Initiative. The intention was to take a distinctly 
different approach to land management. Looking at a wider area and seeking to 
improve the net value of the capital assets in the landscape. The aim was to develop 
alternatives for collaborative working between a number of landowners/managers as 
a potential model that could be applied elsewhere in the uplands. Unfortunately, 
whilst agreement was reached between the Defra parties that this approach would be 
pursued, it was never taken forward by Forest Enterprise as envisaged. Officers 
consider this to be a significant missed opportunity.  

 
5.4  In February 2017, having updated the Cheviots Forest Plan, Forest Enterprise 

submitted the document to the Forestry Commission for approval. The Forestry 
Commission is committed to entering into a dialogue with other interested parties to 
ensure that local authorities and relevant statutory and voluntary organisations can 
be aware of, and contribute to, the design plan process and this is generally 
undertaken by publishing forest design plans for public comment on the Forestry 
Commission website. Due to its size and potential impact upon the special qualities 
of the National Park arising from the proposed management prescriptions within the 
Cheviots Forest Plan, Members views are now being sought on the Authority’s formal 
response. 
 
 

6. What are Forest Design Plans? 
 
6.1  Forest Design Plans are produced by Forest Enterprise, to set out the management 

proposals for the next thirty years for the forests and woodlands they look after. They 
aim to fulfil a number of objectives: 

a. Provide descriptions of the forests as they are now, 
 

b. Show the process the Forest Enterprise goes through when deciding what is best 
for the forest in the long term, 

 
c. Show how the forests should develop over the next thirty years, 

 
d. Specifically show tree felling and re-establishment in more detail for the first 10 

years and in outline for the succeeding 20 years. 
 

6.2  The aim is to produce a plan that meets the needs of those using the forest, meets 
the needs of the wildlife of the area and the needs of the Forest Enterprise, as 
managers of a multipurpose sustainable resource. 

6.3  Forest Plans aim to deliver a range of public benefits with achievable objectives that 
deliver the three drivers of sustainable land management outlined in the North 
England Forest District Strategy. 

These key drivers are supported by the following Forest District Policy; 
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a. To optimise the financial return from timber production compatible with 
achievement of other forest district objectives while complying with the UK 
Forestry Standard and meeting the requirements of the UK  Woodland Assurance 
Scheme 
 

b. To provide public access to all our forests and woodlands where there are no 
legal or safety restrictions. To encourage and permit a wide range of recreational 
activities from walking and quiet enjoyment to more specialised activities 
including orienteering, horse riding and motor sports. 

 
c. To ensure that rare and threatened habitats are protected and managed to 

maintain or enhance their conservation value. 
 

6.4  Approval of a Forest Design Plan 
Forest Enterprise (England) as with any other forest owner, have to submit their 
forestry management plans to a separate part of the Forestry Commission, Forest 
Services, who are required to check that the Forest Plan meets all the relevant 
standards and statutes before the proposals can be approved. 
 

6.5  Applications are published by Forest Services on the Register of Grant Schemes and 
Felling page of the Forestry Commission’s website. Applications only appear on this 
website if they meet the requirements of the UK Forest Standard. The Cheviots 
Forest Plan was placed on the register on 24th March 2017 with a closing date for 
comments of 12th April 2017. 
 
 

7. The Content of the Cheviot Forests Plan 
 
7.1  The Cheviots Forest Plan has been assessed both in terms of the structure and 

content of the document itself and then in terms of the likely implications of the 
management prescriptions set out within the document, looking at how these might 
impact upon the special qualities of the Northumberland National Park. The following 
observations have been identified and are thought to require further consideration or 
explanation by Forest Enterprise:- 
 

7.2  Structure and Content of the Cheviots Forest Plan 
The Cheviots Forest Plan is in keeping with Forest Enterprise’s forest design 
template, identifying the location and history behind the forestry blocks concerned 
and covering most of the subjects that the forestry operations are likely to impact 
upon. The details on the current red squirrel population, estimated to range between 
10-23 individuals, peat depth and the Historic Landscape are welcomed. 
 
However the review of the Cheviots Forest Plan has identified that it:- 
 
a. Does contain inaccurate statements. - For example on page 11 it suggests that 

building a new forest road along the line of Route D would have no negative 
conservation impacts, yet the route crosses deep peat for the majority of its 
length, including mapped priority habitat outside of the forested area. This 
proposed route clearly has implications for the conservation of deep peat within 
the National Park. Similarly it is suggested that no formal rights of way will be 
affected along the route but the haulage lorries will travel along sections of both 
Alwinton Bridleway 16 and Biddlestone Bridleway 16. 
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b. Does not mention that 79% of Uswayford forest is currently planted on deep peat 
(>40cm deep). Whilst avoiding replanting on deep peat is not a requirement of the 
UKFS, the UKFS does stipulate that forestry creation on such soils should be 
avoided. The key to Map 1 is misleading in that it would suggest that the 
maximum depth of peat encountered within the forest is 2.1 metres. Additional 
surveys undertaken by Authority staff established that peat depths of up to 5 
meters are present within Uswayford Forest and up to 3 meters in the adjacent 
Hebden Burn plantation.  
 

c. Does not reference or draw upon the findings of the wealth of material that has 
been published on the restoration, ecological or green house gas related 
research papers or national guidance that has been produced, some such as the 
Forest Research publication entitled ‘An assessment of the aforestated peatland 
in England and opportunities for restoration’ 2014 have even used Uswayford 
Forest as a case study. Whilst it is accepted that forestry already exists in this 
area, there is a strong and justifiable case for not replanting on this deep peat 
after first rotation. 

 
d. There is no mention of how the management prescriptions for the Cheviots 

Forest might go some way in delivering the Forestry Commission’s own Open 
Habitats Strategy 2010. An action plan was set out in 2013 for the Public Forest 
Estate (PFE) and this was endorsed by the Independent Panel on Forestry in 
which it suggested that the PFE “should be an exemplar in large scale open 
habitat and ancient woodland restoration”. Due to the deep peat presence at 
Uswayford Forest and blanket bog on adjacent land it is considered that this 
matter should be addressed within the Cheviots Forest Plan. 

 
e. In terms of the forest road development set out within the Cheviot Forest Plan 

and accompanying documentation, only the landscape implications of the 
proposed 990 meters of new forest road out with the forested area have been 
considered. There is no reference to the effect that the other 11.3 kilometres of 
forest road and two quarries might have upon the landscape character of the 
National Park. It is considered forest roads and quarries set within the forest can 
still have landscape implications on the wider landscape, albeit in some cases for 
a temporary period of time until the crop starts to screen these features out. 

 
f. The Cheviot Forest Plan provides no detail as to what if any ground preparation 

will be undertaken when replanting. As with the rewetting of many blanket bogs 
on agricultural land these days, opportunities to restore some of the blanket bog 
found on site by filling in some of the deep ditches installed during the initial 
planting phase should be considered. Also an indication as to the whether the 
broadleaved woodland mixes are to be seen as continuous forest cover or will still 
be harvested would be useful as would information relating to the expected 
lifecycle of each of the proposed mixes set out on the ‘Design Concept’ map. The 
absence of these details make it difficult to give a comprehensive response to this 
consultation process. 

 
g. Finally, on pages 2 and 14 of the Cheviots Forest Plan it is stated that the primary 

aim for this forest management plan should be to ‘optimise the economic value of 
the conifer plantations’. Given its location within a protected landscape and the 
sensitivity of the natural environment that it is located within, a more sustainable 
approach giving consideration to the social and environmental implication of the 
management prescriptions would be appropriate do demonstrate due regard to 
National Park purposes. 
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8. Assessing the Implications of the Management Prescriptions 
 

8.1  Historic Environment 
Detail relating to the sensitivity of the historic environment is covered appropriately 
given the relatively low number of existing known scheduled and non scheduled 
heritage features within the Cheviots Forest area. Generally there are not thought to 
be any significant implications for the historic environment arising from the 
management prescriptions set out in the Cheviots Forest Plan and a commitment to 
meet the requirements of the UKFS should ensure the protection of historic features 
within the forest. 
 

8.2  Landscape 
The landscape implications of the Cheviots Forest Plan are touched on initially on 
page 4 of the document, then again in Part 6 Cheviots Forest Plan outcomes and 
finally the landscape effects of the new forest road options ‘C’ and ‘D’ were appraised 
in an initial design and access statement produced in 2015. Whilst some 3D 
visualisations have been provided, it would have been useful to see some specific 
‘viewshed analysis’ maps produced for the more exposed locations of the forested 
area that would have indicated the extent of the visibility of the forest within the 
surrounding landscape. Photographs from key receptor sites of the existing views 
would have been useful also, similar to images 1 and 2 in appendix 5 of this report. 

 
8.3  There is little reference to the National Character Area Profile for The Cheviots 

produced by Natural England in 2013 and thus management prescriptions within the 
Cheviots Forest Plan do conflict with the Statements of Environmental Opportunity 
set out within the National Character Area Profile. Specifically the Statement of 
Environmental Opportunity 1, bullet point 3 – “Seeking opportunities provided by the 
restructuring of conifer plantations to remove trees from areas of deep peat, blanket 
bog, mire and wet heath, with compensatory planting of broadleaved woodland in 
more appropriate places”. Within the Cheviots Forest Plan, where there are 
proposals to remove the conifers from the more sensitive deep peat areas or create 
an open edged woodland, the proposed management prescription is to continue to 
plant or allow natural regeneration of trees on deep peat areas. The management 
prescriptions set out within the Cheviots Forest Plan do not conform to the National 
Park Authority’s principal of planting the ‘Right Tree in the Right Place’; 
 

8.4  The reduction of Sitka spruce within Uswayford Forest from the current 85% to 58% 
is welcomed however, earlier proposals to include a greater percentage of ‘other 
conifers’ would be preferable from a landscape perspective, helping to break up the 
monotonous colour, texture and tone of the Sitka spruce compartments. Reducing 
the Sitka component back down to 43% of the overall planting mix would be 
preferable. 
 

8.5  Natural Environment 
Page 4 of the Cheviots Forest Plan notes that as with the majority of productive 
conifer forests, the greatest ecological interest tends to be localised and usually 
concentrated on the open ground, rides, the forest edges and unplanted areas of the 
forest. There is much within the management prescriptions that has the potential to 
improve the natural environment and biodiversity of the Cheviots Forest area, 
particularly the Kidland site, and the designation as a red squirrel reserve is 
welcomed. Existing forest restructuring within Kidland has seen an improvement in 
the biodiversity interest as stated on page 4 and prescriptions within the Cheviots 
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Forest Plan could enhance this even further. With respect to the Uswayford site, 
given the potential to reinstate much of this forest back to a blanket bog priority 
habitat, otherwise sound prescriptions such as low density planting, open edge 
woodland and mixed broadleaved/open pine woodland become superfluous on this 
site. 

 
8.6  In relation to the management prescriptions set out within the Cheviots Forest Plan 

and the impact upon the natural environment, the Authority; 
 
a. Would like to see a further reduction in Sitka planting on deep peat, including the 

northern two coupes within Hebden Burn plantation that lie on peat up to 3 
meters in depth and the compartments located in the far south east of the main 
Uswayford Forest, originally identified as open woodland in the 2015 draft of the 
Cheviots Forest Plan but now marked up as a pure Sitka spruce block on land 
that has previously only attained a yield class of less than 8. Indeed we question 
the rational of replanting any future conifer crop on land that has attained a yield 
class less than 8 in its first rotation. Planting on the significantly deep peat (>1 
meter) should be avoided altogether and the habitat creation woodland identified 
elsewhere should be seen as long term retention so as to avoid any further 
disturbance of the peat during harvesting. 
 

b. Welcomes the increase in low density broadleaved planting at Uswayford, but 
would still question the appropriateness of some of the areas identified due to the 
presence of deep peat. Proposals to establish varied low planting density 
margins around both sites is also welcomed from a landscape and ecological 
perspective. Monitoring Sitka regeneration and proactive thinning may be needed 
in order for this prescription to be realised. In relation to the forest edge, The 
Authority has also observed that Sitka regeneration is becoming an increasing 
problem on priority habitat and agricultural land immediately adjacent to the 
forest, particularly on the leeward side of compartments and some of this is so 
established that the natural regeneration has actually reached coneing age and is 
thus self perpetuating this problem. As part of the forest management process 
this regeneration should be removed from sensitive ecological sites as soon as 
possible in line with the statutory duty placed upon public authorities under 
Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act, 2004. The 
Authority notes and welcomes the intention to create a forest edge that is more 
amenable to Black Grouse. 

 
c. Site assessment within Uswayford Forest has revealed some localised drainage 

issues causing significant peat and subsoil erosion into the associated 
watercourses, see appendix 3, images 4 and 5. The Authority welcomes the 
Cheviot Forests Plan identifying this as an issue. In relation to the wider forest at 
Uswayford, a programme of ditch blocking and rewetting should take place on 
those areas identified as deep peat so as to restore the former hydrology of the 
site and to aid peat formation once again in the open ground and low density 
woodland areas. This should improve water quality and also aid flood resilience 
and slow the flow for communities further down the catchment. 

 
d. There are concerns with the statement on page 17 that natural regeneration will 

be accepted in the areas identified as open woodland. Sitka regeneration from 
the former crop should not be allowed to reach coning age as this is likely to 
proliferate and suppress the form and growth of any developing native 
broadleaved trees. This should be the case for each of the low density or 
broadleaved planting mixes. 



Item 1:  Cheviots Forest Design Plan 2017 

 
Northumberland National Park Special Authority Meeting  
12th April 2017 fv                Item 1: Page 8 of 18  
 

 
e. The Authority welcomes the long-term study that has been undertaken on the red 

squirrel population within Kidland Forest and appreciates receiving the annual 
reports. This is providing a continuity of understanding as to what it is that affects 
the dynamics of the red squirrel population and the Authority is keen to see how 
the squirrels will cope with the introduction of a felling regime within Uswayford. 
The Authority would like to see more done to co-ordinate harvesting regimes 
between Forest Enterprise and Tillhill in order to benefit the coneing availability 
and hence squirrel numbers within the Cheviots Forest. 

 

 
8.7  Public Access and Rights of Way 

There are generally few access related issues within the Public Forest Estate holding 
at Kidland. However, the Authority would request that the following aspects are 
explored or matters progressed as appropriate:- 
 

a. As the plan indicates, other than the public rights of way, access is more 
restricted within Uswayford due to reservations within the original 
conveyance. The Authority believes that the drawing up of the first Forest 
Design Plan for Uswayford Forest offers an opportunity to review the public 
access opportunities at this site with the former landowner. 
 

b. There remain some overplanted public rights of way within Kidland and there 
has always been an intention to look to better align the public rights of way 
network with the forest roads. This aspiration should be reflected within the 
Cheviot Forest Plan and delivered within the lifetime of the Plan. 

 
c. More could be done to promote the access and recreation opportunities that 

the Cheviots Forest provides. An opportunity for further partnership working 
between Forest Enterprise and The Authority. Off-road motorbike use remains 
an issue within Uswayford Forest and the Authority welcomes the level of 
resource being put in by Forest Enterprise to managing this with assistance 
from the local, police supported, liaison group. 

 

 
8.8  Social and Economic Implications 

The Cheviot Forest Plan lacks information on the economic contribution that the 
forests will provide to the local community over the lifetime of the Plan.  

In addition, greater detail could be provided as to the role this significant area of 
forestry plays in managing the flow of water within the upper Coquet catchment. 
Settlements such as Rothbury further down the catchment have flooded in recent 
years and management prescriptions helping to slow the flow of water from the 
forested area ought to have been highlighted, giving clear evidence of the role that 
proactive management of the forest will have on flow rates and the reduced likelihood 
that this will have on flooding incidents further down the water catchment. 
 
 

9. Conclusion  

9.1  Many of the concerns identified above relate to the ongoing management of 
Uswayford Forest. The larger more established Kidland Forest tends to give rise to 
fewer concerns, perhaps due to its topography and it being more concealed within 
the Alwin catchment. Kidland Forest is in second and third rotation and the Authority 
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has had a chance to comment on at least two previous Forest Design Plans. The 
replanting on deep peat is less of an issue in Kidland as its coverage is less 
extensive, although still present on the higher ground found on the northern and 
eastern extremities of the forest. 

 
9.2  Recommendations 

On the basis of the concerns set out above, it is proposed that the Authority object to 
the Cheviots Forest Plan for the following reasons:- 

 
a. The ongoing effect that the replanting as set out within the Cheviots Forest Plan, 

particularly in Uswayford Forest, would have on the landscape character, setting and 
views of this part of the National Park, and the conflict that the proposals have with 
the Objectives set out in the Cheviots National Character Area Profile and in the 
National Park Management Plan 2016 - 2021. 

 
b. The impact that this planting scheme would have on the deep peat reserves and the 

habitats associated with this. The Authority would wish to receive justification as to 
why replanting should continue across the entire Uswayford site given the presence 
of deep peat and the Government’s ongoing commitment to the Forestry 
Commission’s Open Habitats Policy. Both from a landscape and natural environment 
perspective the management prescriptions set out in the Cheviots Forest Plan do not 
conform to the National Park Authority’s principal of the ‘Right Tree in the Right 
Place’ and as such does not fulfilled the statutory duty placed upon Relevant 
Authorities under Section 11A of the 1949 National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act. 
 
 
Contact Officer: 
For further information contact Robert Mayhew, Landscape and Forestry Officer on 
01434 611539 or e-mail: robert.mayhew@nnpa.org.uk 
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 Supplementary Guidance to support the FC Forests and Peatland Habitats – 
Forestry Commission Scotland 2000 

 Deciding future management options for afforested deep peatland – Forestry 
Commission Scotland 2015 

 Ecological Impacts of Forestry on Peatlands – IUCN – 2014 

 Peatland Restoration and Ecosystem Services – Ecological Review 2016 

 Aforested and forestry Drained Peatland Restoration – Russell Anderson et al. 
2016 

 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiIgqiGmsjSAhVBB8AKHUTiARQQFggaMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fscotland.forestry.gov.uk%2Fimages%2Fcorporate%2Fpdf%2Fpeatland-habitats-supplementary-guidance.pdf&usg=AFQjCNFIUaABx
http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/images/corporate/pdf/afforested-deep-peatland-management-options.pdf
http://www.iucn-uk-peatlandprogramme.org/sites/www.iucn-uk-peatlandprogramme.org/files/4%20Forestry%20final%20-%205th%20November%202014.pdf


 

 
Northumberland National Park Special Authority Meeting  
12th April 2017 fv                Item 1: Page 11 of 18  
 

Appendix 1 

 
 



 

 
Northumberland National Park Special Authority Meeting  
12th April 2017 fv                Item 1: Page 12 of 18  
 

Appendix 2 
  



 

 
Northumberland National Park Special Authority Meeting  
12th April 2017 fv                Item 1: Page 13 of 18  
 

 
Appendix 3 
 



 

 
Northumberland National Park Special Authority Meeting  
12th April 2017 fv                Item 1: Page 14 of 18  
 

 
Appendix 4 

 
Contact:  Robert Mayhew 
Tel No:    01434611539 
Email:     robert.mayhew@nnpa.org.uk 
Date:     8th January 2016 
 
 
Paul Clavey 
Planning Forester 
North England Forest District 
Eals Burn 
Bellingham 
Northumberland 
NE48 2HP 
 
 
Dear Paul, 
 
CHEVIOT FORESTS DESIGN PLAN CONSULTATION 
NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY RESPONSE  
 
 
Thank you for consulting Northumberland National Park Authority on the draft version of the 
Cheviot Forests Design Plan and for hosting members and staff of the National Park 
Authority on site at Uswayford and Kidland Forests last Wednesday. Despite the challenging 
weather conditions that were encountered, our members found the day most useful and 
informative and if anything the conditions emphasised the logistical difficulties that Forest 
Enterprise are confronted with in managing these remote blocks of forestry located deep 
within the National Park landscape. 
 
One important aspect that members took away from the trip was the difference in geological 
characteristic between the two distinct forestry blocks, specifically the difficulties of working 
on steep valley sides within Kidland Forest compared to the more rounded peaty slopes that 
are found within Uswayford Forest. They also appreciated you setting out the principal 
reasons for combining the management of Kidland Forest and Uswayford Forest into a 
single Forest Design Plan.  
 
The responses given to the many and varied questions posed on the day were welcomed 
and it was noted that opportunities to share knowledge and ideas between our organisations 
on land management practices are often too infrequent and this might be something that we 
look to address in the future. 
 
An observation that I would like to reiterate at this point relates to the three new forest roads 
and road upgrade work that are set out within the proposals. As mentioned on the site visit, 
since these constitute development we are not in a position to comment upon the details of 
that aspect of the Cheviot Forests Design Plan at this point in time. The details and 
implications of this development work will be dealt with through the planning process in due 
course. 
 
Following a constructive discussion after the site visit, the National Park Authority has 
agreed that rather than offering a definitive response to the current draft Design Plan at this  
 

Northumberland National Park 

Authority 

Eastburn, South Park, Hexham 

Northumberland NE46 1BS 

Tel:  01434 605555 
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Appendix 4 
 
early stage, it would prefer to establish an active dialogue with Forest Enterprise around how 
we can address the challenges and indeed seek to explore the opportunities to develop an 
exemplar response to the future of the Cheviot Forests.  
 
Six key themes have been identified by the Authority where we believe we could benefit from 
further information or discussion, in the context of looking to develop what could become an 
exemplar or demonstrator project for upland forestry. These were:- 
 

 Deep Peat – A need for the better understanding of the extent and depth of peat, 
particularly at Uswayford and the implications for replanting on this; 

 Impacts on and management of Water Quality; 

 Flood Prevention - Opportunities for slowing the flow of water courses to protect 
properties down river; 

 The impact upon the Cheviots landscape and its historic environment; 

 Improved recreational opportunities and promotion of existing access rights; and 

 Opportunities for enhanced biodiversity and prospects for red squirrels. 
 

The Authority is mindful of the expertise within Forest Enterprise and the flagship 
environmental work such as the Border Mires Project that has been undertaken on the 
Public Forest Estate in recent years. Given the sensitivity of the landscape that the Cheviot 
Forests lie within, the Authority believes that further discussions will help us jointly address 
the key points identified above and to ensure the optimal outcome is achieved for the future 
management of these forestry blocks. We also believe that it may be prudent that these 
discussions are opened up to other key stakeholders so that the local community and other 
specialist views are all taken on board. 

 
In summary, the Authority welcomes your engagement with us on this matter but given the 
sensitivity of the sites concerned and timing over the Christmas break, we would appreciate 
further dialogue with yourself and colleagues in order to seek to positively address some of 
the emerging matters arising out of this design plan consultation process. 
 
I would welcome your thoughts on this request and look forward to us working together 
towards a positive outcome. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
Robert Mayhew 
Landscape and Forestry Officer 
robert.mayhew@nnpa.org.uk 
 

  

mailto:robert.mayhew@nnpa.org.uk
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Appendix 5 
 

 
Image 1 - Looking north towards the Border Ridge across Uswayford Forest from the slopes 
of Bloodybush. 
 

 

 
Image 2 - Looking south East across Uswayford Forest from the Pennine Way on the Border 
Ridge 
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Appendix 5 (cont) 
 

 
Image 3 – View from Middle Hill looking north east to Uswayford Farm with the forest edge 
breaking the skyline. 
 
 

 
Image 4 – A poorly maintained forest drain in Uswayford Forest that is not UKFS compliant 
and has eroded the peat and sub-soil material into the local river network 
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Image 5 - Another example of sediment 
being washed out from a planting furrow 
beneath the conifer crop in Uswayford 
Forest with the lighter material 
eventually ends up in the River Coquet 
and Coquet Valley Woodlands SSSI. 

 
 


