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Item 10. NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA DESIGNATION 

 
1.  Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1  This report informs the Authority of the decision of the Head of Planning and 

Communities to formally designate the Parish of Tarset and Greystead as a 
Neighbourhood Area for neighbourhood planning purposes. 

1.2  The Head of Planning and Communities is authorised to act on behalf of the Chief 
Executive and exercise delegated authority to determine any matter arising under the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (‘the 1990 Act’). The designation of 
Neighbourhood Areas for the purposes of neighbourhood planning is governed by 
Section 61G of the 1990 Act. 

2.  Recommendations 

The Authority is recommended to: 

a) Note the decision of the Head of Planning and Communities to designate 
Tarset and Greystead Parish as a Neighbourhood Area 

 
3.  Implications 
 
3.1 Financial 

There are no financial implications arising from this report. Northumberland National 
Park Authority support for neighbourhood planning work is covered by the core 
staffing budget. Whilst the Authority’s Communities Officer post is vacant, a planning 
consultant has been commissioned to support Tarset and Greystead Parish Council 
in their neighbourhood planning work. This is being resourced form salary 
underspend. A grant of £20,000 from the Department of Communities and Local 
Government is available for use on the project, expenditure to the 31st March 2013 
was £1,900. 

3.2 Equality 

 The introduction of Neighbourhood Planning by the Localism Act 2011 is part of the 
coalition Government’s ‘community rights’ package. It is a positive innovation in 
planning practice which gives local communities strong powers to play a more 
positive and proactive role in planning for their areas. There are not considered to be 
any negative equalities implications in designating Tarset & Greystead Parish as 
neighbourhood area. The need for all Neighbourhood Plans to be subject to a local 
referendum provides a natural incentive for full and genuine engagement with and 
consideration of all sectors of the community during the plan preparation stage. 

3.3 Neighbourhood Planning Legislation 

The designation of Neighbourhood Areas is governed by Section 61G of The Town 
and County Planning Act 1990 (as inserted by Schedule 9 of The Localism Act 2011), 
and by Part 2 of The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012. The 
individual regulations referred to elsewhere in this report derive from the latter. 
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4. Background 
 
4.1  Neighbourhood Planning is a new layer of development planning in England. It was 

introduced by the Localism Act of 2011. It allows local communities (specifically 
Parish Councils in parished areas) to prepare ‘Neighbourhood Plans’ which, if 
supported by the wider community in a referendum, will become part of the 
development plan and so have a strong influence on planning decisions in the area. 

4.2  Northumberland National Park Authority is one of a number of local planning 
authority’s which received a ‘frontrunner’ grant from Government to support early 
neighbourhood planning projects. Our frontrunner project initially involved three 
Parish Councils (Tarset & Greystead, Bellingham and Wark) working together to 
scope out what a Neighbourhood Plan might do for their area. In June 2012 Tarset & 
Greystead opted to work separately on their own Neighbourhood Plan. The other 
Parishes have since decided to cease neighbourhood planning work. 

4.3  In terms of the governing legislation, the first formal stage in the neighbourhood 
planning process is the designation of a ‘Neighbourhood Area’. In parished areas this 
tends to be the whole of a single Parish, or an area comprising a collection of 
Parishes.  

4.4  Neighbourhood planning powers are only available to ‘qualifying bodies’. Parish 
Councils automatically apply as qualifying bodies. 

4.5  Work on the neighbourhood planning project is being led by the Tarset & Greystead 
Neighbourhood Planning Group which has been set up by and includes a member of 
the Parish Council. All formal applications, e.g. for applying for Neighbourhood Area 
designation and in time submitting the proposed plan for examination and 
referendum, must be done by the Parish Council themselves. 

5. Tarset & Greystead Neighbourhood Area Application 

5.1 On 10 January 2013, Tarset & Greystead Parish Council formally applied for the 
designation of the whole of the Parish as a Neighbourhood Area. In line with 
Regulation 5, the application included a map identifying the area to which the 
application relates, and a statement explaining why the area is considered 
appropriate to be designated as a Neighbourhood Area. 

5.2 As the Parish straddles the administrative boundaries of two local planning 
authorities, the application was submitted to both Northumberland National Park 
Authority and Northumberland County Council. Each Authority is responsible for 
determining whether or not the part of proposed Neighbourhood Area which is within 
their remit should be designated.  

5.3 The application submitted by the Parish Council describes the characteristics of the 
Parish and states that: 

- “Having considered the current Development Frameworks for the two planning 
authorities, the Parish Council feels it would be appropriate, through the 
Neighbourhood Plan, to prepare a local planning policy that can better address 
the needs and wishes of the local community and provide a degree of local 
distinctiveness to the way planning decisions are taken, giving priority to local 
people in the Parish”. 



ITEM 10:  Neighbourhood Area Designation   

 
Northumberland National Park Authority Meeting  
17 July 2013                Item 10: Page 3 of 4  
 

- “Despite its widespread population, the inhabitants of the Parish maintain close 
ties and, as a whole, share the same aspirations for the future of the Parish and it 
is thus appropriate that the whole parish boundary be defined as the 
Neighbourhood Plan Area”. 

5.4 The application was publicised in accordance with Regulation 6. It was published on 
The Authority’s website as well as by way of a site notice in the Parish and public 
notice in the Hexham Courant. The public consultation period began on 16 January 
ended on Monday 18 March. No representations were received. 

5.5 The Head of Planning and Communities has notified the Parish Council of her 
decision. Northumberland County Council has also agreed to the designation and 
notified the Parish Council. The whole of the Parish of Tarset and Greystead has 
therefore been formally designated as a single neighbourhood area. 

6. Consideration 

6.1 There are not considered to be any practical reasons why the boundary of Tarset & 
Greystead Parish cannot form the basis of a Neighbourhood Area for neighbourhood 
planning purposes. Parts of the Parish, particularly Lanehead and Greenhaugh, are 
the subject of regular development activity and it is very much in the spirit of localism 
to allow the community to get more actively involved in proactively planning for their 
area if they wish to do so. 

7. Next Steps 

7.1 Whilst awaiting this decision, the Tarset & Greystead Neighbourhood Planning Group 
have continued to undertake background work to establish what the wider 
community’ concerns and ideas are, in order to scope the content of their proposed 
plan. The group recently undertook a survey of all adult residents of the Parish, and 
are analysing the results. They are also planning a series of engagement exercises, 
including with business (including farmers) and young residents of the Parish. 

7.2 To fill the ‘support gap’ whilst the Authority’s Communities Officer post is vacant, a 
planning consultant, Jenny Ludlum, has been commissioned to work with the group. 
As part of this work she is helping the group set out a project plan with key 
milestones.  

7.3 The decision to designate the Neighbourhood Area will be published in accordance 
with Regulation 7. 

7.4 The regulatory steps in preparing and ‘making’ the neighbourhood plan are: 

 Pre-submission consultation and publicity (by the PC) 

 Preparation (by the PC) of ‘plan proposals’ (proposed plan, map and statements)  

 Publication (by NNPA) of the plan proposals, inviting representations 

 Submission (by NNPA) of plan proposal for examination  

 Examination (by a person appointed by NNPA in agreement with the PC) 

 Publication of the examiner’s report and plan proposal decisions 

 Referendum 

 (depending on referendum outcome) NNPA ‘make’ the plan and publicise the 
neighbourhood plan, and it becomes part of the statutory development plan 
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8. Conclusion  

8.1 It is pleasing to note the progress being made by Tarset and Greystead Parish 
Council on their proposed Neighbourhood Plan, and members are asked to note the 
designation of the Neighbourhood Area. 

 

 

Contact Officer: 
For further information contact Tammy Adams, Head of Planning and Communities 
on 01434 611577 or e-mail:   tammy.adams@nnpa.org.uk 
 
Background papers  
 
Application for the designation of Tarset & Greystead Neighbourhood Area, 
consisting of an application form and map. Available on the Authority’s website at: 
 
http://www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/livingin/planning/neighbourhoodplan/c
onsultation-on-neighbourhood-planning-applications  

http://www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/livingin/planning/neighbourhoodplan/consultation-on-neighbourhood-planning-applications
http://www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/livingin/planning/neighbourhoodplan/consultation-on-neighbourhood-planning-applications

