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 Item 6. STATE OF THE NATIONAL PARK REPORT 2015 

 
1.  Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1  This report introduces Members to the State of the National Park Report for 2015.  

The State of the National Park Report provides an overall picture of the ‘health’ of the 
National Park and measures progress against the outcomes set out in the 
Northumberland National Park Management Plan 2009-2014. 

2.  Recommendations 

2.1  The Authority is recommended to: 
a) Note the contents of the State of the National Park Report 2015 (Appendix 1 

to Item 6); and 
b) Authorise the publication of the State of the National Park Report 2015 

(Appendix 1 to Item 6) on the Authority’s website. 
 

3.  Implications 
 
3.1 Financial 

This is a monitoring report only, measuring progress against the aims and outcomes 
of the National Park Management Plan 2009-2014.  There is no financial information 
relating to the Authority or commitments to allocate Authority funding contained within 
the report.  The State of the National Park Report itself (Appendix 1 to Item 6) is 
intended for publication on the Authority’s website so there are no printing/publication 
costs. 

3.2 Equality 

There are no equality implications to this report as it is a monitoring report only.  
However the State of the National Park Report (Appendix 1 to Item 6) does include 
monitoring information on the diversity of National Park residents and visitors. 

4. Content of the State of the National Park Report 2015 
 
4.1  The State of the National Park Report contains monitoring information on the ‘health’ 

of Northumberland National Park.  It is updated periodically as new, additional, or 
more up-to-date information becomes available.  The 2015 Report provides updated 
information from the last report which was published in 2013. 

4.2  Information in the Report is set out against the five aims of the National Park 
Management Plan 2009-2014.  Where information is available it reports on progress 
against a number of high level indicators for the delivery of outcomes in the 
Management Plan. 

4.3  The first State of the National Park Report was produced in 2008.  Before this time 
there was no systematic monitoring of outcomes contained within earlier 
Management Plans. The Report was updated annually through to 2012 and was 
completely redeveloped in 2013 to make it more visually appealing and engaging for 
readers.  There is now extensive use of maps, graphs, and bullet point text to 
communicate information.  This revised format is continued in 2015 and is intended 
to be of greater use in the statutory process of reviewing the Northumberland 
National Park Management Plan. 
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4.4  The State of the National Park Report is not a comprehensive performance 
assessment.  It is a presentation of information relevant to the aims and outcomes of 
the National Park Management Plan where such information is available. 

4.5  Since 2012 a number of new data sources have become available which have 
provided information not previous accessible.  Data from the 2011 Census became 
available for the National Park in 2013 providing the first opportunity to look at 
changes in residents living and working conditions since 2001.  A comprehensive 
Visitor Survey was undertaken in 2014 providing useful trend information from 
previous surveys in 2011 and 2007.  Further, a partnership between protected 
landscapes and statutory bodies to produce a ‘framework for monitoring 
environmental outcomes in protected landscapes’ has resulted in annual data 
releases in 2013, 2014, and 2015.  One of the aims of this partnership was to provide 
consistent information across all protected landscapes but a very useful by-product of 
the project is a reduction in the information collection and reporting burden on 
individual staff within the Authority. 

5. Key Messages from the State of the National Park Report 2015 

5.1 A Welcoming Park – Total visitor numbers have declined since 2007 but numbers 
have started to recover since 2012.  The number of visitors from under-represented 
groups remains low despite an enhanced programme of engagement.  However, 
people who do visit are highly satisfied with their experience of the National Park and 
there are indications that more visitors are ‘staying’ (as opposed to day visits) in or 
close to the National Park with the associated positive economic effects.  National 
Park traineeships ended in 2011 due to funding constraints but employment rates 
following our schemes were high (93%) and many trainees went on to start their own 
businesses (48%).  Volunteering has been increasing in recent years driven by an 
increase in youth volunteering and more accurate recording. 

 
5.2 A Distinctive Place – The National Park continues to be the most tranquil area of 

England and was designated a ‘Gold Tier’ International Dark Sky Park in 2013.  The 
five priority habitats of upland heathland, blanket bog, ancient woodland, upland hay 
meadows, and rivers and burns cover 31% of the National Park and are all 
considered to be improving in condition.  99% of Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI) are in ‘favourable’ or ‘recovering’ condition and a new vision for the natural 
environment was adopted in 2014.  The National Park is home to one third of the 
North East regions Scheduled Monuments with 50% of these now at low risk 
improved from 40% in 2007. 

 
5.3 A Living Working Landscape – 100% of the farmed area of the National Park is 

covered by the Environmental Stewardship agri-environment scheme with 85% of the 
area including the most environmentally beneficial ‘higher level’ options, up from 64% 
in 2011.  56% of rivers are in ‘high’ or ‘good’ ecological status, the highest 
percentage for an English National Park but down from 59% in 2013.  In 2014 the 
National Park was home to two of the three pristine rivers in England.  Before 
government incentive schemes were introduced such as feed in tariffs, the renewable 
heat incentive, and green deal, 45 Sustainable Development Fund (SDF) projects 
supported climate change mitigation measures, improving insulation of buildings and 
installing renewable energy generation.  The 2011 Census tells us that National Park 
residents are economically active and there are high rates of self-employment, but 
there are indications that the number of businesses and employment fell during the 
recession between 2009 and 2012 but have since started to recover. 
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5.4 Thriving Communities – Information from 2011 tells us that only 15% of residents 
agree that they can influence decisions affecting their local area (not just decisions 
made by the Authority) compared to the Northumberland average of 28%.  However, 
27% of residents agree that the Authority listens to and responds to residents 
opinions.  Many services and facilities that support rural communities have been 
under threat in recent years although there are examples of improvements too (Spirit 
Buses in Coquetdale, Humshaugh community shop, re-opening of Kielder filling 
station).  Lack of effective broadband infrastructure remains a problem for large areas 
of the National Park.  The population of the National Park is getting older over time 
with the proportion of people in the age groups under 45 years old dropping from 
53% in 2001 to 43% in 2011. 

 
5.5 A Valued Asset – In 2011 only 2% of the national population were aware of 

Northumberland National Park, but 87% of visitors were aware of the designation and 
57% stated it influenced their decision to visit.  The National Park and its inter-
dependent gateway settlements contributed £246 million to the economy in 2012.  
The National Park is part of the largest Local Nature Partnership in England, is home 
to nationally and internationally rare habitats and species, and contains a third of the 
North East regions scheduled monuments.  Partners commit to around 50% of 
actions in the annual Management Plan Action Plans and the partnership tends to 
deliver or partially deliver approximately 80% of actions each year.  The National 
Park and other protected landscapes are recognised as key economic assets in the 
North East Strategic Economic Plan. 

 
6. Conclusion  

6.1 The 2015 State of the National Park Report provides an update on the 2013 report 
where new or additional information is available.  It follows the same accessible 
format as the 2013 report with information presented in bullet points, maps, or 
graphs.  The Report aims to make information about the National Park more 
accessible and is intended to provide a useful source of information to support the 
statutory review of the National Park Management Plan.  Overall the State of the 
National Park Report shows a stable position with more indicators showing “good” 
performance than “poor” performance and a balance between declining and 
improving performance trends. 

 
 

Contact Officer: 
For further information contact David Richardson, Performance Officer on 01434 
611559 or e-mail: david.richardson@nnpa.org.uk 
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