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Item 6 NATURAL ENVIRONMENT VISION   
 
1. Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1  This report updates members of the outcome of the public and individual consultation on 

the Natural Environment Vision 2014 – 2035 and presents a final version for ratifying.  
Members are asked to authorise proposals for the publication and future delivery of the 
Vision.  

2. Recommendations 
 
2.1  The Authority is recommended to: 

a) Agree the final version of the Natural Environment Vision 
b) Agree the publication of the Vision as detailed under section  5.3 
c) Delegate officers to develop actions to deliver the Vision with partners. 

  
3. Implications 
  
3.1  Financial 

Costs of publication of final report and a small launch event can be covered from the High 
Nature Value Farming project budget. 
 

3.2  Equalities 
It is not anticipated that in implementing this Vision there will be any implications for any 
groups with protected status. 

 
4. Background  
 
4.1  Following a recommendation from the Authority’s Review Panel in 2011 to develop a Vision 

for the Natural Environment of the Park a members’ Policy Conference to initiate and scope 
the idea of a Vision was held in April 2012. 

4.2  It was agreed at that Policy Conference that there is a need for a Vision that more clearly 
outlines the aspirations for the natural environment of Northumberland National Park.  This 
Vision would enable clear communication of shared outcomes and could then be used to 
define priorities and targets that can be measured to determine if success is being 
achieved. In this way the Vision can be used to influence others, including their funding 
strategies or decisions within the National Park.      

4.3  It was noted that as the Authority does not own much land, as always, it should seek to 
work with, take account of the views of, and potentially influence land managers and 
owners, and importantly find ways to include them in the Vision development. Land 
managers’ views have strongly influenced the final version of the Vision. 

4.4  It was agreed at the December 2013 Authority meeting that the Natural Environment Vision 
Members Reference Group consider a draft Vision in January 2014, agree the details of the 
final round of consultation to take place in February 2014; and review and confirm any 
amendments to the final draft after consultation and report back to the full Authority in 
March 2014. 
 

4.5  Members were informed of the outcome of the public consultation at the March 2014 
Authority meeting.  The majority of consultees were supportive of the draft Vision; some 
respondents had raised specific questions or had suggested amendments to the Vision and 
members agreed to allow time for further one to one meetings with these consultees.  
Officers have since met with representatives of the National Farmers Union, College Valley 
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Estates, Natural England, Forestry Commission, Environment Agency and English 
Heritage.  The Vision has subsequently been further amended to the final version 
appended to this report (Appendix 1).  
 

4.6  The main changes to the document are the addition of an introduction and context, 
inclusion of geology, clarification around remodelling and new conifer plantations and peat 
habitats, and highlighting that outcomes of changing management should be established 
with subsequent monitoring. The importance of managing the natural environment for its 
ecosystem services is underlined. 
 

5. The Vision 
 
5.1  The Vision is not intended to be a policy document, but outlines the guiding principles that 

can be used to shape and inform decisions on future policy and management of the natural 
environment of the National Park. The Vision consists of a vision paragraph; ‘the Vision’ 
which summarises what the park will be like from a natural environment viewpoint by 2035.  
The remainder of the document provides a more detailed description of the different 
elements of the natural environment of the Park and some of the key actions that might 
influence the future of specific habitats and species. The document will include some 
current ‘State of the Park’ facts and figures about the Natural Environment of the National 
Park which can act as a baseline for the next 20 years.  

 
5.2 The majority of partners and consultees have indicated their support for the Vision process 

and it is anticipated they will now formally sign up to this Vision.  It is therefore 
recommended that we publish some hard copies of the document and arrange a small 
public launch.  An electronic version will be available for future use and for publication on 
the website. 

 
5.3 In line with member’s wishes to involve farmers and other land managers in the 

development of the Vision, the process was linked to a project looking at the positive 
contribution hill farmers make to the natural environment through so-called “High Nature 
Value (HNV) farming”.  It is therefore recommended to hold a joint launch event to promote 
the Vision and celebrate High Nature Value farming in the National Park and to make the 
link between good management and a high quality natural environment.   

 
5.4 Publication of the Vision is not an end in itself and it is recommended that officers develop 

actions and potential projects to deliver the Vision over the next year in tandem with 
partners. Another document is not anticipated, but rather a work programme of actions for 
integration into next (and future) plans. The principles from the Vision will be incorporated 
into the next National Park Management Plan aims and outcomes and specific connectivity, 
habitat and species actions will be targeted in the corporate and business plans for 
delivery.   

 
6. Conclusion 
 
6.1  The Natural Environment Vision is a document that will guide the activities of the Authority 

and partners into the future and will help to shape future policy documents and plans.  It 
has been endorsed and shaped by landowners, managers and partners and will help guide 
action for the Natural Environment in the National Park for the next 20 years. 

 
Contact Officer: Gill Thompson (Ecologist) Andrew Miller (Head of Programmes and Partnerships)  

Telephone:  01434 611517 /611525   e-mail:gill.thompson@nnpa.org.uk 
andrew.miller@nnpa.org.uk 

Background papers: None 


