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Item 8:  PROPOSED APPROACH TO DEVELOPING A NNPA POSITION ON THE  
  PROPOSAL TO RE-INTRODUCE THE LYNX TO KIELDER 

1. Purpose of Report 

a. This report sets out the process towards the Authority reaching a position on a 
proposal to re-introduce the Eurasian Lynx at Kielder.    

2. Recommendations 

a. Members are asked to note and endorse the framework and proposed timetable for 
developing the Authority’s position on the re-introduction of the Eurasian Lynx to 
Kielder 

3. Implications 

a. Financial 

There are no financial implications from this report 

b. Equalities 

There are no equality implications from this report 

4. Background 

a. The Lynx Trust (UK) have recently announced Kielder as their preferred location for 
a trial re-introduction of the Eurasian Lynx.  This follows a national research and 
consultation exercise which has identified Kielder as the best location for a trial     
re-introduction.  In order for a re-introduction trial to take place consent is required 
from Natural England.  Consent is considered against a set of criteria which need to 
be in place before re-introduction can be seen to be acceptable.   

b. Following the announcement from the Lynx Trust, a public meeting was held in 
Kielder on 11th August to introduce the proposal to the community.  The Lynx Trust 
has also made it clear that they are open to one to one meetings with interested 
bodies. 

c. Since the first community meeting the National Sheep Association held a meeting 
on 17th August to discuss the proposal and the NFU plan a meeting for 5th 
September to discuss the matter. 

There is clearly much interest on how the NNPA may view the proposed re-
introduction.  This paper proposes a process through which the Authority can come 
to a formal position. 

5. Proposed Framework 

a. It is important in considering any proposal that the Authority forms its position based 
on consideration of available evidence and the views and opinions of key 
stakeholders. 

b. A key element of this process is that the Authority bases its view on the formal 
proposals being put forward by  the Lynx Trust to the regulators (Natural England) 
and it is, therefore, being proposed that no view is agreed until a formal proposal as 
been made.  This does not, however, exclude discussion and debate on matters of 
interest and concern to the Authority. 
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STAGE 1: FACT FINDING AND INFORMATION GATHERING 
 

c. Before NNPA fully debates or takes a formal view on any proposal it is proposed 
that a thorough fact finding and information gathering process be undertaken. 

 
d. This will have four purposes: 

 
1. To fully understand the detail of any formal proposal to re-introduce the Lynx to 

Kielder; 
2. To understand the technical and practical implications of such a proposal;  
3. To assess the views of the potential impact on key stakeholders to the extent 

where they are relevant to National Park Purposes; and 
4. To understand the process through which the decision will be taken. 

 
(Note: The Authority will limit its considerations to its statutory purposes and duty 
and will not comment on matters beyond these.) 

 
e. Actions in Stage 1: 

 
i. Desk based research/past experience/ expert evidence 
ii. Attending public/stakeholder meetings (in an information gathering capacity)* 
iii. Meet with regulators (Natural England)* 
iv. Meet with Lynx Trust* 
v. Meeting with NPA members 
vi. Communicating our process and position 
vii. Meet with landowners (including Forestry Commission and Northumbrian 

Water) 
 

STAGE 2: FORMAL CONSIDERATION AND FORMING A POSITION 
 

f. It is proposed the Authority will not take a formal position until Stage 1 has been 
completed and a formal proposal has been submitted by the Lynx Trust to Natural 
England. (We are currently trying to confirm the process and dates and will adjust 
our programme as necessary to meet this.) 

 
g. The NNPA will meet in public to consider all the views and evidence available to it 

and will take a formal position on any proposal to re-introduce the Lynx. A Special 
meeting of the Authority may be called if necessary. 

 
 

STAGE 3: COMMUNICATE OUR POSITION TO THE PUBLIC,  
   STAKEHOLDERS AND REGULATORY BODIES 

 
h. Once the Authority has agreed its position we will actively communicate our views 

as set out above , ensuring that our position is fully understood by the public, the 
relevant regulatory bodies, and the Lynx Trust. 

 

*   NNPA will participate in these meetings and any other relevant meetings where it 
is appropriate for us to attend and which help us gather evidence and opinion.  
NNPA will make it clear that it is participating on an information gathering basis 
and that NNPA does not yet have a formal position.  This is important so as to 
avoid misrepresentation of our position. 
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6. Timetable 

Action      Date 
 
Public meeting (Kielder)    11 August 2016  
National Sheep Association meeting  17 August 2016  
Meeting with Natural England   TBC (ahead of 14 September Authority) 
NFU meeting     5 September 2016  
Lynx Trust (1 to 1) Executive meeting  TBC (likely to be after 14 September) 
Meeting with Farming Liaison Group  TBC 
Initial Authority Discussion    14 September 2016  
Member meeting with Lynx Trust (optional) October 2016  
 
(All the next steps are subject to date of submission of a formal proposal by Lynx Trust 
and the process and timescale of the regulator) 
 
Further stakeholder/regulatory meetings (as required)   TBC 
 
NPA member meet to agree formal position (public)   TBC 
 
Thereafter, implement communication plan on NNPA position  TBC 
 

7. Conclusion 

The recent announcement by the Lynx Trust with Kielder as the preferred location to    
re-introduce the Eurasian Lynx in the UK has generated a lot of public interest and 
some concern.  It is important, given the location of Kielder and Wark Forests and the 
potential implication for the National Park, that the Authority should fully consider and 
take a formal position on any re-introduction proposal. 

 

The framework set out in this paper establishes a clear process towards the 
development of the Authority’s position and members are asked to endorse this 
framework. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Officer: 

For further information contact Tony Gates, Chief Executive (National Park Officer) on 01434 
611514 or e-mail: tony.gates@nnpa.org.uk   

 

Background papers  

None 


