
Item 9: Authority Review Meeting 11 November 2015:  
Response from Leadership Team and Actions Proposed 

                        

 
Northumberland National Park Authority Meeting 
16 March 2016           Item 9: Page 1 of 4 
                                                                              

Item 9: AUTHORITY REVIEW MEETING 11 NOVEMBER 2015: FINDINGS AND 
ACTIONS PROPOSED 

1.  Purpose of the Report 
 

This report informs members of the recommendations of the Authority Review 
meeting held on 11 November 2015, and seeks endorsement for the actions planned 
or currently underway to address the recommendations. 

2.   Recommendations 

The Authority is recommended to: 
a) note the findings of the Review meeting held on 11 November 2015; 
b) note and consider the response from Leadership Team in respect of the 

recommendations from this meeting;  and 
c) endorse the actions planned or currently underway as set out in 

Appendix 1 to Item 4 
 

3.  Implications 
 
3.1 Financial:  

Not all actions proposed within this report can be met from within existing budgets 
and resources set with the Authority’s Budget Plan and Corporate Plan. Where 
resources permit proposed actions will be included in the 2016/17 Corporate plan. 

3.2 Equality:  

It is not considered that any of the actions arising from this report have equality 
implications. 

4. Background  
 
4.1 The theme for the Authority Review meeting held on 11 November 2015 was Rural 

Development – “Delivering Thriving Communities”. The review focussed on the 
infrastructure needed in and around the National Park to support Thriving 
Communities, rather than focus more widely on rural development which has been 
the focus of a recent Task & Finish Group review.   

 
A useful background report is available on request. Input to the Review was given by 
two independent members namely Philip Ashmore and Ally Robson. 
 

5. Response to Key findings 
 
5.1 The Review meeting resulted in a short report with eight recommendations. The 

Leadership Team have considered the findings and recommendations and the 
proposed response is set out in Appendix 1 to this report. 

 
6.  Conclusion  

6.1  Members are asked to note the findings of the Review Group, consider the 
responses from Leadership Team and endorse the actions as set out in Appendix 1 
to this report. It should be noted that the Leadership Team’s response is based on 
the Authority’s current level of resource and personnel and current partnership  
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arrangements. These may have to be revised in future in the light of the Defra 
funding settlement. 

Contact Officer:     Tony Gates, Chief Executive (National Park Officer)  
          01434 611516 or e-mail: tony.gates@nnpa.org.uk   

 
Background papers: None  
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Appendix 1 to Item 9 
 

Northumberland National Park Authority Review Meeting 
Rural Development “Delivering Thriving Communities” 

Leadership Team (LT) Recommendations and Proposed Actions from Meeting held on 11 November 2015 
 

No Review Findings/Recommendations LT Response and Actions Planned 
 

Lead  Timescale/Date 

1 Identify the key areas of infrastructure the Authority 
can influence, either directly or with others, and set out 
clearly what it aims to achieve  

 Undertake survey of key infrastructure as 
part of Local Plan process (see 4 below) 

 
 
Clive Coyne 

 
 
By June 2016 
 

2 Based on the key areas identified the NPA should 
construct and maintain an up to date evidence base to 
help inform and monitor change (note this should not 
frustrate action or testing approaches where evidence 
is not readily available) 
 

 As part of Local Plan process Clive Coyne By September 2016 
(ongoing) 

3 Identify hubs or focal points in the Park where 
infrastructure and services can be joined up to be 
more accessible to both visitors and locals (e.g. bus 
stops, access routes, telecoms and charging points 
plus information) 
 

 To build on existing information  point 
network as part of rolling out Sill satellite 
sites 

Ed Hudspeth By May 2016 

4 The NPA should prepare an Infrastructure Plan as part 
of the Local Plan Review 
 
 

 Agreed Clive Coyne By September 2016 

5 Telecoms  
a) Understand the range of potential communication 

technologies and current coverage and reliability, 
have a strategy for which elements to pursue and 
do this in collaboration with others.  
 

b) Working with others to understand and illustrate 
demand, but also to make the economic case for 
mobile communications.  

 Limit this work to development of hubs 
under 3 above 

 
 
 
 

 Part of wide advocacy role linked 1 
above 

Ed Hudspeth 
 
 
 
 
 
Leadership Team 
Members 
 

By September 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
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c) Consider key spots for delivering mobile charging 
and wifi connectivity across the Park 

 

 

 To link to 3 above 

 
Ed Hudspeth 

 
By September 2016 

6 Schools and Health  
To commend the role of individual members and the 
Authority response to issues such as the proposed 
closure of Branton School and the Harbottle Surgery. 
Recommend this approach is continued to secure 
appropriate outcomes in the Park 
 

 Noted 
 
 
 

 Noted 

N/A 
 
 
 
N/A 

Ongoing 
 
 
 
Ongoing 

7 Transport 
a) Having a clear understanding of the bus, train and 

road/car parking points used by people (or have 
potential to be used) to access the Park and 
consider how these could be better linked to 
infrastructure services and information for visitors 
to the Park 

b) The link from rail stations to the Sill to be a priority 
for developing innovative new transport solutions. 
 

 To undertake analysis of key access 
hubs and identify opportunities for 
provision 

 
 
 
 

 Agreed – being taken forward as part of 
HW Connect project 

Duncan Wise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Duncan Wise 

June 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Currently underway 

8 Housing 
a) Establish an up to date and locally informed 

housing needs analysis (note experience of the 
large estates and the importance of supporting 
succession in land based industries).   

b) Test new approaches to housing delivery e.g. 
exception sites or NPA sites. 
 

 Agreed 
 
 
 
 

 To explore with HCA and partners.  
Current HCA and policy development 
makes this more difficult to achieve 

 
 
 
 

Clive Coyne 
 
 
 
 
Clive Coyne 

Ongoing as part of 
evidence base for a 
new NNP Local Plan 
 
 
Discussions are 
currently ongoing.  
Difficult to set a date 
in a changing policy 
context 

                   


