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Item 9: Delegated decision – Approval of Joint Local Aggregate Assessment 2016 

1. Purpose of Report 

a. To inform the Authority of the decision of the Chief Executive to formally approve 
the Joint Local Aggregate Assessment for County Durham, Northumberland and 
Tyne & Wear (June 2016). This assessment forms part of the evidence base for the 
Local Plan review. 

2. Recommendations 

a. Note the decision of the Chief Executive to approve the Joint Local Aggregate 
Assessment for County Durham, Northumberland and Tyne & Wear (June 2016). 

3. Implications 

a. Financial – There are no financial implications for the Authority. 

b. Equalities – There are no equalities implications for the Authority. 

4. Background 

a. The updated Joint Local Aggregate Assessment (LAA) for County Durham, 
Northumberland and Tyne and Wear (June 2016) forms part of the evidence base 
that will underpin the review of the Northumberland National Park Local Plan, and 
also provide evidence for the determination of planning applications for any new 
aggregates extraction. 

b. National policy places a requirement on Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) to 
prepare on an annual basis a Local Aggregate Assessment (LAA) either individually 
or in partnership with other LPAs. 

c. Following targeted consultation upon the draft Joint LAA, with adjoining Local 
Planning Authorities, Aggregate Working Parties, the minerals industry and their 
representative bodies, the draft Joint LAA is now ready to be finalised. 

d. The Chief Executive is authorised to act on behalf of the Authority and exercise 
delegated authority to determine any matter arising under the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 (‘the 1990 Act’). Following advice and a report from the Head of 
Forward Planning, the Chief Executive in consultation with the Chairman of the 
Authority approved the Joint LAA on 25th August 2016. 

5. Analysis of the current supply 

a. The analysis in the Joint LAA highlights that there are sufficient reserves of sand 
and gravel in Northumberland County to maintain supply in the short-term but in the 
medium to long-term it will be necessary to consider the release of additional 
reserves to help maintain supply.  

b. With regards to crushed rock, one site located within the National Park at Harden 
Quarry with estimated permitted reserves of approximately 1,500,000 tonnes1. The 
Joint LAA recommends that generally future provision for the extraction of crushed 
rock should be made outside the National Park where practical, recognising the 
resource that is available outside of this area with a large level of permitted 
reserves.  
 

                                      
1
 As at 31

st
 December 2014 
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c. The current planning permission for the Harden Quarry site allows for extraction until 

2029 with an anticipated output of up to 150,000 tonnes per annum. The Joint LAA 
recommends that any future proposals for this site would need to consider the 
balance between the provision of the material from this site, the need for this 
material and the availability of alternatives in less sensitive locations. This is in 
keeping with national planning policy. 
 

d. There are currently no sand and gravel quarries in the Northumberland National 
Park. The JLAA recommends that provision of sand and gravel should be made 
outside of the National Park in line with national planning policy. 
 

e. A further recommendation is that these resources are safeguarded in the National 
Park Local Plan in order to ensure that the crushed rock resource within the 
Northumberland National Park is not needlessly sterilised by non-mineral 
development and is protected over the long-term.  

 
f. Since minerals are a non-renewable resource, minerals safeguarding is the process 

of ensuring that non-minerals development does not needlessly prevent the future 
extraction of mineral resources, of local and national importance. This is something 
which will be considered as part of the review of the National Park Local Plan.   

6. Conclusions 

a. The updated joint LAA was finalised following consideration by the North East 
Aggregates Working Party and requires approval from each of the partner Mineral 
Planning Authorities (MPAs) prior to publication2. It has been subject to the 
necessary consultation and its provisions have been supported by key 
stakeholders. The assessment has been produced in accordance with the national 
policy and provides important evidence on aggregates supply and demand to 
underpin the Northumberland National Park Local Plan and the determination of 
planning applications. The approval of the joint LAA does not, however, in itself 
create policy for the Local Plan. 

 

Contact Officer: 

For further information contact Clive Coyne, Head of Forward Planning on 01434 611574 or 

e-mail: clive.coyne@nnpa.org.uk  
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2
 Northumberland National Park Authority is the relevant minerals planning authority for the National Park administrative area. 
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