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Item 9.     LOCAL INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS FOR PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 
1.  Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1  This reports alerts members to the need to undertake a review of local information 

requirements for planning applications, as part of a wider review of the Authority’s 
planning procedures. In order to ensure officers can continue to seek necessary 
information in the short term, the report also seeks the Authority’s agreement to 
republishing our current set of information requirements as an interim measure. 
Recent changes to relevant primary and secondary legislation are explained. 

2.  Recommendations 

2.1  The Authority is recommended to: 
 
a) Approve the proposal to republish our current list of local information 

requirements for planning applications; and 
b) Note that a full review of the local information requirements will be 

undertaken as part of a wider review of planning procedures scheduled for 
2013/14. 

 
3.  Implications 
 
3.1 Financial 

There are no financial implications arising from this report. Republication of the 
current list of local information requirements will involve limited input of staff time and 
can be undertaken as part of the Planning Technical Officer’s day to day duties. 

3.2 Equality 

There are no equalities implications arising directly from this report. The planned 
wider review of the Authority’s planning procedures will provide a good opportunity to 
ensure the planning service is appropriately accessible to all potential customers and 
all sections of the community can access the information they need on planning 
issues. 

3.3 Legal 

If the recommendation is accepted, the Authority will continue to be able to use its 
current list of local information requirements for the purpose of validating planning 
applications. If the recommendation is not accepted, then for applications received 
from July 31st onwards (until a new list is published) the Authority will not be able to 
insist on any information other than that set out nationally. Any additional information 
will only be available to the Authority where an applicant is willing to volunteer it. 

4. Background 
 
4.1  Section 62(3) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (‘The 1990 Act’ set out 

broad powers for local planning authorities to require that an application for planning 
permission must include (a) such particulars as they think necessary and (b) such 
evidence in support of anything in or relating to the application as they think 
necessary. 
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4.2  The Growth and Infrastructure Act 2013 has recently limited these powers by 
supplementing the above provision with a new Section 62(4A), which is not yet in 
force. This stipulates that any requirement (a) must be reasonable having regard, in 
particular, to the nature and scale of the proposed development; and (b) may require 
particulars of, or evidence about, a matter only if it is reasonable to think that the 
matter will be a material consideration in the determination of the application.” 

4.3  Article 29 of the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Engand) Order 2010 (‘The DMPO’) further limits the s62(3) powers: In order to be 
relied upon for validation purposes, local information requirements must be set out in 
a list on the local planning authority’s website. Only information included in that list 
can be required of an applicant. 

4.4  The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
(Amendment No. 3) Order 2012 introduced a further requirement: From 31 July 2013 
onwards local information requirement can only be applied to applications if the local 
list of information requirements was published or re-published during the 2 year 
period immediately before the date on which the application is made. 

4.5  National information requirements are set out at Articles 4, 5, 6, 8, 10 and 11 of the 
DMPO. In summary they are limited to: 

 a plan which identifies the land to which the application relates 

 any other plans, drawings and information necessary to describe the 
development which is the subject of the application 

 the relevant fee 

 (for some applications) a design and access statement 

 (for outline applications) indicative access points for the proposed development 

 (for reserved matters) plans and drawings with detail not provided at outline stage 
 

5. Consideration 

5.1  As a local planning authority, Northumberland National Park Authority has a statutory 
obligation to consider and determine all planning applications submitted to it, 
providing those applications are valid. A valid application is one which: 

 Contains all of the information required by national legislation 

 Contains all of the information required by the local planning authority 

 Is accompanied by the relevant fee 
 

5.2  To be relied on for validation purposes, local information requirements must be set 
out in a list and published on the local planning authority’s website. 

5.3  Northumberland National Park Authority currently relies upon a set of information 
requirements which were produced in December 2010. These are set in a document 
(attached as a background paper to this report) which is on the ‘submitting a planning 
application’ section of the Authority’s website. 

5.4  As a result of recent changes to legislation (detailed above), this Authority’s current 
list of local information requirements will cease to have any legal effect for any 
applications submitted from 31 July 2013 onwards. This can be avoided by 
republishing the local list before that date. 
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5.5  Members are assured that, although the current list is very long, the information 
currently requested of applicants is not considered to be disproportionate. Officers 
regularly negotiate information requirements with applicants, and seek to take a 
pragmatic approach which relies not on a ‘tick box’ set of requirements, but on a 
sensible consideration of what will be needed in order for internal and external 
consultees to provide informed advice, and for the Authority to take informed and 
sound decisions. 

5.6  A comprehensive review of the Authority’s local information requirements will be 
undertaken as part of a wider review of internal planning procedures during 2013/14, 
as set out in the Corporate Plan for the year. In line with national guidance, the full 
review of local information requirements will be the subject of consultation. 

5.7  The recent gap in planning resources is the only reason why a full review of the local 
information requirements list has not already taken been undertaken. The short term 
republication of the current list is intended as a stop-gap measure to avoid a period 
where we can only secure essential information through negotiation. 

5.8  In line with the changes made by the Growth and Infrastructure Act 2013, officers will 
continue to take a reasonable and proportionate approach to requests for 
information. The change provides for a fairer balance of power on information 
provision between applicants and local planning authorities, and officers will uphold 
this in practice. These principles will lead the full review of information requirements. 

6. Conclusion  

6.1 The local information requirements specified by Northumberland National Park 
Authority should be fully reviewed to ensure they are clear and proportionate, and in 
line with current national policy and legislation. This work will be undertaken in 
2013/14 as part of a wider review of the Authority’s planning procedures. As a short 
term interim measure, republication of the current local information requirements will 
enable officers to continue to ensure applicants provide all of the information which is 
necessary to enable planning applications to be properly considered and determined. 

Contact Officer: 
 
For further information contact Tammy Adams, Head of Planning and Communities, 
on 01434 511766 or e-mail: tammy.adams@nnpa.org.uk 
 
Background papers  
 
Information required for the validation of planning and similar applications to 
Northumberland National Park Authority: December 2010: 
 
Please view on NNPA website: 
 
http://www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/144838/v
alidationguidelinesforapplicants-4.pdf  
 

http://www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/144838/validationguidelinesforapplicants-4.pdf
http://www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/144838/validationguidelinesforapplicants-4.pdf

