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1. Drop in events 

Likely locations for drop-in events: 

 Bardon Mill 

 Bellingham 

 Rothbury 

 Wooler 

 Haltwhistle 

Proposed consultation period: 27th February – 24th April 2017 (8 weeks). 

Format 

 It is anticipated that the events will each last for approximately five hours either from 
10am until 3pm or from 2pm until 7pm. Officers are presently liaising with each of the 
above venues in order to identify available dates on which these events could be held. 

 There will not be a presentation given at these events and they will be less formal than a 
traditional ‘public meeting’ type event. It is instead proposed that these events would be 
run as informal ‘drop-ins’ designed to put participants at ease by providing an informal 
environment in which discussions may take place surrounding their thoughts and ideas 
on the future development of the National Park. 

 It is proposed that these events will incorporate a number of display boards presenting 
and explaining the key issues and emerging policy options in order to provide a basis for 
discussions around these topic areas, in addition to further activities and materials 
purposed to facilitate general discussion surrounding general topics e.g. housing 
provision. In general, these events will allow participants to give their views on what they 
think the planning issues are and what policies should be.  

 The core message of these events will be that the issues and options will help identify 
the scope and content of the more detailed final draft version of the Local Plan and the 
future planning policies for the National Park that will be contained within it and that we 
want their views on this.  

 Hard copies of the issues and options local plan document and the relevant supporting 
evidence base studies will also be available for information and inspection at the events.  

Rationale 

The number and location of venues and proposed operation periods are considered to be 
appropriate and proportionate in order to attract and capture the views of residents both 
inside and outside of the Park whilst balancing the implications for Officer time in attending 
these events. 

Community Workshops 

It is proposed to hold a number of facilitated workshops with local communities within the 
National Park in order to gauge their views on what they think are the most important 
planning issues in their localities. The likely locations would be: 

 Elsdon 

 Falstone 

 Harbottle 

 Stonehaugh 
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It is anticipated that these workshops would revolve around asking participants to answer the 
following five questions: 

i. Do you think that there is pressure for a particular type of development in your local 
area? 

ii. Do you think that this issue has been adequately addressed by our existing planning 
policies? 

iii. Are there specific planning issues affecting your locality that you think need to be 
addressed? (e.g. community facilities, infrastructure, housing, employment, 
renewable energy) 

iv. Are there any sites in your locality that you would consider suitable for use as 
housing or employment land? 

v. Do you think that any of the issues you have identified for your local area would 
apply to the wider National Park area? 

 
In addition there could also be a map-based exercise similar to that undertaken by members 
in their workshop held on the 17th August 2016. Invitations would be sent to local residents 
and Parish Councils would be informed.  
 
2. Parish Councils 

It is also proposed to hold two facilitated engagement sessions with representatives from 
Parish Councils covering the National Park. The aim will be to help the Authority to better 
understand specific local issues and potential opportunities to help inform the Local Plan 
review. The questions that will be similar to those asked during the Community Workshops.  

Format 
 

 In response to requests from Members it is proposed that two designated Parish Council 
events are held in (Ingram or Rothbury) and (Bellingham or Wark) in order to provide an 
opportunity for Parish Council representatives to discuss their thoughts and ideas for the 
future development of the National Park. 

 Parish Councils will be invited and asked to send a representative to attend one of these 
events. The sessions will be facilitated with discussions revolving around the five key 
questions outlined above. 

Implications of Purdah 

 Local elections in Northumberland are scheduled to take place on the 4th May 2017. It is 
currently anticipated that Purdah will run for a period of 6 weeks from 23rd March – 4th 

May 2017.  

 It is however considered appropriate that the proposed consultation events should 
proceed as these events are not purposed as opportunities for decision making nor will 
they introduce any new or controversial initiatives, instead being a means to facilitate 
general discussions surrounding issues and options for future planning policies for the 
National Park. 
 

C. Coyne 
Head of Forward Planning 
14 December 2016 
 
 


