
Item 1: Woolaw Farm, Rochester  
 

 
Northumberland National Park Authority Special Meeting  
16 October 2013                Item 1: Page 1 of 4  
 

Item 1.  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT SCREENING RESPONSE 
AND ENGLISH WOODLAND GRANT SCHEME APPLICATION: 
WOOLAW FARM ROCHESTER 

 
1.  Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1 To agree the Northumberland National Park Authority (‘the Authority’) response to a 

consultation by the Forestry Commission (FC) on an English Woodland Grant 
Scheme (EWGS) application that would involve planting of a large area of new native 
woodland on Woolaw farm, Rochester in upper Redesdale.   

2.  Recommendations 

2.1  The Authority is recommended to: 
a) Agree a response to the Forestry Commission welcoming this English 

Woodland Grant Scheme application subject to minor amendments to 
enhance the biodiversity and landscape value of the proposed woodland as 
set out in paragraph 6.5 and a solution to maintaining long term public 
access to the application site at Woolaw Farm being agreed. 

 
3.  Implications 
 
3.1 Financial 

There are no further costs anticipated to the Authority should this English Woodland 
Grant Scheme application be approved. All delivery will be undertaken by the 
applicant and quality controls will be undertaken by the Forestry Commission. 

 
3.2 Equality 

An Equality Impact Assessment has been undertaken for the Farming and Rural 
Enterprise work area (which includes woodlands) and no negative or positive impacts 
of woodland planting were identified in terms of Equality. 

 
4.    Background 
 
4.1  Under the Environmental Impact Assessment (Forestry) (England and Wales) 

Regulations 1999 the Authority is a statutory consultee for new afforestation 
schemes exceeding 2 hectares in size within the National Park. The Forestry 
Commission also make available to the Authority, details of new English Woodland 
Grant Scheme applications within the National Park. Typically these applications are 
for small areas and consultation is delegated to staff.  Members of the Authority are 
asked to be involved in consultations for any new woodland proposals over 20 
hectares; this proposal is approximately 200 hectares in size. Members have been 
given the opportunity to attend a site visit on 4th October 2013 to view the proposals.  

4.2  Native Woodland Targets and Consultation.  

The Government’s Forestry and Woodlands Policy Statement 2013 identifies a target 
to increase woodland cover across England from 10% currently to 12% by 2060; an 
increase of 5,000 hectares per annum. Native woodland is a priority habitat within 
Northumberland National Park and the Authority’s Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) has 
a target to increase the amount of new native woodland to 4,000 hectares (4% of 
National Park) by 2050. The Authority’s current Business Plan sets a target to create 
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350 hectares of new native woodland within the National Park over the next three 
years. The 2010 Lawton Report recommended undertaking biodiversity 
enhancement at a landscape scale and the Authority is helping to deliver this through 
its involvement in projects such as the Northern Upland Chain Local Nature 
Partnership and Border Uplands Project.  Woolaw farm lies in both these project 
areas and this woodland proposal would help deliver targets to expand native 
woodland and join up fragments of existing woodland at a landscape scale. 

4.3  In line with the Government’s ‘Localism’ principal, identifying that ‘local authorities, 
businesses and communities know their areas and are best placed to decide their 
local priorities’; and as part of the EIA screening process, the Forestry 
Commission are holding a public meeting regarding this woodland application in 
Rochester Village Hall on Monday 14th October, at which Authority representation 
will be made. Feedback from this meeting will help inform the Forestry 
Commission as to the appropriateness of the woodland proposals. Issues and 
discussions raised at the meeting will be presented to Members at the Authority 
meeting on the 16

th
 October in order to inform debate.  

5. Woolaw Farm English Woodland Grant Scheme 

5.1  The proposed woodland planting site is located on Woolaw farm in the Rede valley 
(see Appendix 1). Lying half a mile to the north east of the village of Rochester, the 
site is bounded on two sides by watercourses, the Rede and the Wind burn. The A68 
runs to the north east of the site and the western boundary adjoins Redesdale 
Forest, a swath of conifer plantation that forms the northern part of Kielder Forest. 
The site rises from the Rede valley and a low point (180 meters) in the south east to 
a high point (266 meters) in the north. The farm consists mainly of improved 
grassland (48 hectares) small areas of woodland, semi-natural grassland and 
moorland habitats (250 hectares). The Rede valley has scattered fragmented 
broadleaved woodland largely confined to three blocks of ancient semi-natural 
woodland (ASNW) at Dead Wood, Tod Law and Evistones in addition to several 
conifer shelter belts. 

5.2  Woolaw farm is currently for sale and the EWGS applicant, is in the latter stages of 
negotiation with the current owner in order to acquire the holding. It is the applicant’s 
intention to enhance the biodiversity potential of the site by establishing 200 hectares 
of new native woodland, some of which is to be managed for wood fuel. He also 
intends to operate a self-catering accommodation business and convert some of the 
existing buildings at Woolaw farm into further tourist accommodation units. 
Agricultural activity would continue on the improved grassland which is located 
adjacent to the banks of the river Rede and this business model will provide 
employment opportunities locally. 

5.3  The current woodland planting proposal would involve deer fencing the perimeter of 
the semi-natural grassland and moorland habitats and removing the stock from this 
area. Trees will be selected to suit the micro-climate of the site and will either be 
screef planted or planted into shallow furrows depending on the sensitivity of the site. 
Vole guards and appropriate weeding and beating up will be used to ensure 
satisfactory establishment rates of 1,600 stems per hectare by year five. Species 
proposed for planting are those associated with upland woodland that is currently 
found in the area: birch, alder, willow, sycamore, oak, rowan, scots pine. Up to 40% 
of the area will be left as open ground to ensure good landscape design, 
accommodate current archaeological and ecological sensitive sites, provide for a 
circular footpath and meet with utility supplier requirements not to plant beneath 
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overhead electricity lines or above mains gas supply lines. Natural regeneration will 
be encouraged to develop from existing woodland along the Wind burn and that 
associated with the neighbouring farm at Burdhope north of the site. 

5.4  Although the Authority is a statutory consultee for schemes such as this, the final 
decision on the approval of planting scheme is made by the Forestry Commission 
after they have received comments from all consultees and completed all 
assessments deemed necessary. 

6. Appraisal 

6.1  As part of the applicant’s application preparation an archaeological walkover survey, 
ecological survey and landscape survey have been commissioned, the results of 
which helped inform a key stakeholders officers meeting. 
 

6.2  Historic Environment 
In addition to the previously known Scheduled Ancient Monuments on site, the 
archaeological survey, funded by the Woodland Trust, identified various other areas 
of interest.  
 

6.3 Natural Environment 
The ecological assessment undertaken by the Authority’s ecologist (at a cost to the 
Authority of £402) identified that whilst the site as a whole is regarded as semi-
natural grassland, elements of wet heath and mire are still present. These would 
need to remain un-planted as they are UK Bio-diversity Action Plan (BAP) priority 
habitats. The site is not regarded as a prime site for waders and the potential shift 
towards woodland associated bird species in the future is thought to outweigh that of 
its current use.  
 

6.4  Landscape 
 The landscape survey identified that the site is generally well screened by 

topography from the valley floor and whilst there may be a short term visual impact 
during the planting phase the scheme is likely to give rise to a positive landscape 
change in the future. In line with EWGS requirements, the applicant needs to plant 
60% or more of the site in order to qualify for funding. Importantly, key stakeholders’ 
officers concluded that the 40% open ground element of the EWGS scheme would 
be sufficient to accommodate the archaeological, ecological, landscape and utility 
company sensitivities identified above.  

 
6.5 Tree Species 

The trees species suggested are largely appropriate for the area although the 
inclusion of non-native sycamore does cause concern due to its prolific seed 
production and the proximity of the existing ancient semi natural woodlands. The 
lower parts of the site would lend themselves to the inclusion of ash but since the 
Chalara outbreak in 2013 this species is currently not recommended for planting. 
Therefore it is thought that aspen and the inclusion of additional woody shrubs such 
as hawthorn and dog rose would further improve the scheme. In relation to the 
proposed stocking density of 1,600 stems per hectare it is advocated that this should 
be reduced, possibly down to 600 stems per hectare towards the southern and 
western edges in order to favour the establishment of black grouse habitat. A 
population of black grouse are known to be present 4 kilometres to the south west of 
the site. Work relating to the details of the planting plan is ongoing with the Forestry 
Commission and the applicant.  
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6.6 Ecosystem services 

As the woodland, shrubs and ground flora mature, the new native woodlands created 
should increase the wildlife value of the site. In addition, the trees will sequester 
carbon dioxide, slow water flow aiding flood resilience for property downstream, help 
improve water quality and provide for a micro-scale wood fuel opportunity serving 
nearby settlements and villages such as Otterburn. The scheme therefore will have 
an important climate change adaptation and mitigation role as well as providing other 
beneficial services to society.  
 

6.7 Public Access and Rights of Way 
Currently public access to the site ought to be via Rochester footpath 19, but the 
bridge across the Rede has been removed by the Highway Authority for health and 
safety reasons. Largely comprising moorland, the site has been mapped as ‘access 
land’ but it should be noted that woodland is not one of the habitats that qualifies as 
‘access land’ under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW Act), and 
thus public access to the site would be lost in the future as the woodland develops. 
However, the applicant has made it clear that he wishes to retain managed public 
access across the site in the future, by setting out a woodland walk and providing for 
gates in the perimeter deer fence to allow the public to pass onto neighbouring 
access land. The Authority’s Access and Recreation officer has considered these 
proposals and it is recommended that some formal public access on the site, which 
would be retained beyond when the woodland has developed, be agreed. It should 
be noted that there is no provision in the CROW Act to enforce access when 
woodland is planted. 
 

7. Conclusion  

7.1  It is proposed that the English Woodland Grant Scheme Application for Woolaw Farm 
should be supported. This is subject to very minor amendments to species 
composition and stocking density in some locations as outlined in 6.5 above and a 
suitable solution being provided to secure long term public access. 

7.2  If the Forestry Commission are minded to approve the scheme and the 200 hectares 
of new native woodland are planted, it would contribute 57% of the new native 
woodland creation target of 350 hectares in the Authority’s current Business Plan. It 
would bring landscape and biodiversity benefits and will contribute to water and flood 
management as well as climate change mitigation. 

7.3  This is an opportunity to deliver new native woodland creation at a landscape scale 
as prescribed within the Lawton Report and would link up existing fragments of 
ancient semi natural woodland creating a wooded corridor in the upper Rede valley. 

Contact Officer: 
For further information contact Robert Mayhew, Landscape and Forestry Officer on 
01434 611539 or e-mail: robert.mayhew@nnpa.org.uk  
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