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The past year was one of anticipated change in the standards regime. Government 

announced the abolition of the Standards Board and its intention to replace the national 

member code of conduct. However, whilst the national Standards Board was wound-up in 

December 2011 the replacement Code of Conduct regime does not take effect until July 

2012. As a result there was limited learning activity as the national standards conference 

was cancelled and there were no regional / national park family training and familiarisation 

events. 

The Standards Committee held one public meeting during the year and ran an Assessment 

Sub-Committee which swiftly came to the conclusion that the complaint provided no case to 

investigate. 

During the year there were no changes in membership. However, it was all change in terms 

of the advisers due to the need to make 30% cuts in services across the National Park 

Authority: 

 Linda Pinkham, Corporate Administrator took voluntary redundancy as the corporate 

administration staff reduced from 2 staff to just 1; 

 Legal advisers changed for Northumberland County Council to Newcastle City Council 

as part of market testing of professional advisers across several work streams of the 

National Park Authority with averaged savings 30%; and 

 The Chief Executive re-assigned the of Head of Corporate Services as the National Park 

Authority’s Monitoring Officer with professional support from Newcastle City Council. 

The new Standards Regime which should be effective from July 2012, although the 

legislation has yet to be enacted, means that the role of independent members will cease in 

a matter of days.  

Cllr Alan Sharpe praised the work and contribution made by the three independent members 

Dr Keith McLeod, Dr Tony Kelly and myself. His appreciation on behalf of Northumberland 

National Park Authority was warmly welcomed and I’m sure my other independent members 

would concur, we have enjoyed our time helping Northumberland National Park Authority 

establish, maintain and monitor its member code of conduct. 

Kate Monaghan 

Chairman, Independent Member and Chairman,  
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