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Northumberland National Park Authority 
Management Plan Review 2016-2021 

 
Consultation Responses 

 
 

Broad theme Comment Response / Action Specific 
outcome(s) 
applicable 

Respondent  
 

 
Sustainable 
Rural 
Development 
 
Sustainable 
Communities 

 
Acknowledgement of 
the merits of promoting 
thriving communities 
and tourism 
development through 
the Management Plan 
(Aim 4), and local 
planning policies. 
  

 
Objectives supporting 
the delivery of Aim 4 
promote thriving 
communities are 
contained within the 
updated Management 
Plan. 

 
1.1 
1.2 
1.3 
4.1 
4.2 
4.3 

 
Online 
Survey 
Respondent 

 
Potential impact on 
sustainability of 
communities from 
‘imbalanced’ 
representation within 
Neighbourhood 
Planning groups 

 
Regulation of the 
Neighbourhood 
Planning process is 
separate to the 
Management Plan 
Review.  

 
N/a 

 
Online 
Survey 
Respondent 

 
Need for the support of 
forestry, farming, 
shooting, holiday 
businesses, training of 
young people by 
reducing policy 
obstacles 

 
This is addressed in 
objective 3.3.3 

 
3.3 

 
Lilburn 
Estates 

 
Importance of financial 
support from the 
National Park Authority  

 
Respondent informed of 
limitations. Continue to 
support the provision of 
grants (such as  
SDF/Area Funds) where 
resources are available 
 

 
3.3 

 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Elsdon 

 
Loss of local services – 
GP surgery, pub, shop, 
cafe, bus services 

 
Objective 4.2.2 
addresses this issue 
with additional means of 
achieving the objective.  
 
 
 
 

 
4.2 

 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Elsdon 
 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee 
Harbottle 

 
Concern of lack of 
affordable housing 
provided in the National 
Park 

 
A new means to achieve 
objective 4.2.1 looks to 
identify innovative 
solutions to housing 
delivery to meet the 
identified need. 

 
4.2 
4.3 

 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Lanehead 
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Affordable housing 
delivery is covered by 
the means to achieve for 
objective 4.3.1 
 

 
Importance of 
delivering affordable 
housing to meet the 
needs of young adults 
and working age 
households within the 
National Park 

 
A new means to achieve 
objective 4.2.1 looks to 
identify innovative 
solutions to housing 
delivery to meet the 
identified need. 
 
Affordable housing 
delivery is covered by 
the means to achieve for 
objective 4.3.1 
 

 
4.2 
4.3 

 
Survey 
Respondent 

 
Important to increase 
the number of youth 
organisations within the 
National Park 

 
The means of achieving 
objective 1.3.3 includes 
supporting and 
development Youth 
Initiatives in volunteering 
and career pathways.  

 
1.2 
1.3 

 
Survey 
Respondent 

 
Awareness of energy 
efficiency can make a 
big impact in the 
region. Northern 
Powergrid will work 
alongside the National 
Park to ensure that 
residents are made 
aware of how energy 
efficiency can 
contribute to the 
alleviation of fuel 
poverty.  
 
Northern Powergrid are 
committed to 
distributed generation 
and have published 
distribution generation 
connections guides as 
well and community 
energy connections 
guides. Both 
publications are 
available to the 
National Park to use or 
to distribute to 
residents. 

 
Comments noted 

 
4.2 

 
Northern 
Powergrid 

 
Northern Powergrid 
promotes collaborative 
work and therefore will 
continue to cooperate 

Comments noted  
4.2 

 
Northern 
Powergrid 
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with the National Park 
to achieve mutually 
beneficial outcomes for 
the area. 

 
Missing element: 
Renewable energy - 
what about PICO hydro 
power - ideal for the 
topography of the 
NNPA area. 

 
Objective 4.2.4 seeks to 
increase the use of 
renewable energy by 
communities, however 
as stated in the Review 
document, support and 
funding from the 
Government has 
decreased since 2009.  
 

 
4.2  

 
Online 
Survey 
Respondent 
 

 
Sustainable 
Rural 
Development 
 
Strengthening 
Local Economy 
 

 
Importance of retaining 
traditional rural 
industries and crafts, 
such as dry stone 
walling.  
 
 
 
 

 
A new means to achieve 
objective 3.3 refers to 
the provision of more 
rural enterprise hubs in 
suitable and appropriate 
locations to support rural 
businesses. 
A new means to achieve 
objective 1.3.2 aims to 
use the Sill to further 
develop vocational rural 
training initiatives. 

 
3.3, 1.3 

 
Market 
attendee, 
Berwick 
 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Bellingham 

 
Need to create jobs 
particularly in forestry 
but also in general in 
the National Park. 

 
This is addressed in the 
means of achieving 
objectives 4.3.2.  
 

 
4.3 

 
Drop-in 
Event 
attendee, 
Bellingham 

 
Need to provide higher 
level of skilled and 
professional 
employment to 
encourage the retention 
of talented young 
people in the Park 

 
The Management Plan 
addresses this in the 
means of achieving 
objectives 4.3.1 and 
4.3.2.  
 

 
4.3 

 
Online 
Survey 
Respondent 

 
The plan could also 
reflect the opportunities 
for apprenticeships and 
upskilling in the forestry 
and timber sector. Use 
of Northumberland 
College (Kirkley Hall) 
 
The creation of more 
apprenticeships and 
linking with colleges 
more generally is 
important for the NPA 
to support. 

 
This is addressed in the 
means of achieving 
objective 4.3.2.  

 
4.3 

 
Confor 
 
Youth 
Cabinet 
 
Market 
attendee, 
Berwick 

 
There is little 
acknowledgement of 
the role forestry plays 

 
The Management Plan 
review document 
recognises the role 

 
3.1 

 
College 
Valley 
Estate 
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in the economy of the 
National Park area 

forestry has played in 
contributing to the local 
economy (achievements 
since 2009 paragraphs 
3.10 and 3.24). 
 
Objective 3.1.1 aims to 
ensure the sustainable 
land management 
practices, including 
woodland management.  

 
The fall in local 
employment suggests 
that planning policies 
may be seriously 
damaging sustainable 
development. 
 

 
Supporting the provision 
of local jobs is 
addressed through aim 
4 of the Management 
Plan. 
 
An employment and 
business needs study 
will need to be 
undertaken as part of 
the Local Plan review 
process which will 
inform the development 
of the relevant planning 
policies.  
 
 

 
3.3 
4.3 
 

 
College 
Valley 
Estate 

 
Does the recent 
planning decision in the 
North York Moors 
regarding fracking have 
any consequences for 
Northumberland? 

 
The recent planning 
decision in the North 
York Moors was in 
relation to the mining of 
Potash. 
 
Fracking is unlikely to 
occur in Northumberland 
National Park. 
  

 
3.2 

 
Historic 
England 
 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Haltwhistle 

 
We now have the Rural 
Productivity Plan, but 
what about the 
Matthew Taylor report 
‘The Rural Challenge’? 
Has this now been 
dropped? 

 
This has been referred 
to in the ‘Sustainable 
Rural Development’ 
section 

  
Historic 
England 

 
Sustainable 
Rural 
Development 
 
Infrastructure and 
service provision 

 
Need for broader 
access to: 

- Mains 
electricity 

- Mains water 
- Better 

broadband 
(and less 
expensive) 

- Telephone 
reception 

 
This will be covered 
through monitoring 
objective 4.2.2, 4.3.1 
and 4.3.3. 
 
An infrastructure 
Delivery Plan will be 
prepared as part of the 
Local Plan. 
 
These issues are also 

 
4.2 
4.3 
 
 

 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Elsdon 
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to ensure the viability of 
businesses and 
residents’ quality of life. 

being addressed in 
more detail through the 
NNPA’s Rural 
Development Review  
 
Role of Northumberland 
County Council 

 
Ensure this 
infrastructure (as 
above) does not 
compromise the special 
qualities of the National 
Park 

 
This will be covered 
through monitoring 
objective 2.1.3. 
 
Address in Rural 
Development Review. 

 
2.1 

 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Elsdon 

 
Important to provide 
opportunities to 
generate ‘off-grid’ 
power. 

 
This is addressed by 
objective 4.2.4 

 
4.2 

 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Rothbury 

 
Northern Powergrid will 
continue to work with 
the National Park to 
secure their aspirations 
for Undergrounding the 
electricity network 
within the means of our 
RIIO settlement, and 
work with the Park to 
secure the cooperation 
of other utilities in this 
objective. 

 
Comments noted 

 
2.1 

 
Northern 
Powergrid 

 
NPg will welcome any 
viable suggestion to 
reduce energy 
consumption, however 
providing electricity to 
customers that are 
100% off the gas grid is 
the priority in order to 
keep customers safe 
and warm. 
 
Northern Powergrid are 
committed to 
distributed generation 
and will cooperate with 
the National Park to 
shape and deliver 
projects in this area. 
 
 
 

 
Support noted 
 
 

 
3.2 

 
Northern 
Powergrid 

 
We (Northern 
Powergrid) are working 
with Warm Up North 
and Northumberland 
County Council on their 

 
Comments noted 

 
4.2 

 
Northern 
Powergrid 
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plans to deliver DECC’s 
central heating project, 
particularly in rural 
areas of 
Northumberland and 
Durham County areas, 
which will improve fuel 
efficiency for 
households in the Park 

 
Need to make better 
use of technology to 
communicate 
information in the 
National Park. The 
NNPA may wish to talk 
to the Youth Cabinet to 
discover the ways in 
which young people 
access information. 

 
A new means to achieve 
objective 4.2.1 aims to 
get young people 
involved in the National 
Park Authority decision 
making process. 

 
1.1, 1.2, 
4.2. 

 
Youth 
Cabinet 

 
Exemplar project – 
Elsdon Projects in the 
Community (EPIC). 
Looking to buy church 
and school building to 
provide a community 
asset. Funded in part 
through fetes. 
 

 
New means to achieve 
objective 4.2.2 aims to 
support communities in 
identifying new 
innovative solutions to 
the retention of rural 
services and facilities. 

 
4.2.2 

 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Elsdon 

 
More needs to be done 
to promote access to 
the National Park, for 
the large surrounding 
populations in Morpeth, 
Ashington and 
Tyneside, who do not 
own a car. 
 
This could be achieved 
by promoting guided 
walks which coincide 
with bus times. 
 
Potential for publicity at 
Morpeth bus station. 

 
The means to achieve 
objective 1.2.3, and 
objective 4.2.3, address 
issues regarding the 
provision of public 
transport. 
 

 
1.2 
4.2 
 
 

 
Online 
Survey 
Respondent 
 
 

 
Missing element: Need 
for increased public 
transport 

The means to achieve 
objective 1.2.3, and 
objective 4.2.3, address 
issues regarding the 
provision of public 
transport. 
 

 
1.2 
4.2 

 
Online 
survey 
respondent 
 
Youth 
Cabinet 
 
Market 
attendee, 
Ashington 
 
Drop-in 
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event, 
attendee, 
Elsdon 

 
Support car share 
schemes 

 
The means to achieve 
objective 4.2.3 
encourages car sharing 
schemes. 

 
4.2 
 

 
Youth 
Cabinet 

 
Natural 
Environment 
 
 

 
Biodiversity 2020 
needs to be firmly 
embedded in the 
Management Plan 
review 

 
Biodiversity 2020 has 
been referred to in the 
text, objectives and 
means to achieve. 
 

 
2.2. 

 
RSPB 

 
We would like to see 
wildlife and 
conservation 
mentioned in more bold 
terms within the Vision 
and Strategic Aims as 
well of embedded 
throughout the 
document. 

 
Wildlife and 
conservation are 
referred to throughout 
the Plan. 
 

 
Whole 
document 

 
RSPB 

 
Unclear where the 
(NNP) Natural 
Environment Vision 
2014-2035 is referred 
to within the document 

 
The Natural 
Environment Vision is 
explicitly referred to in 
updated objective 2.2.1 

 
2.2.(1) 

 
RSPB 

 
Relevance of 
Countryside 
Stewardship in 
achieving objective 
2.2.1 

 
The Countryside 
Stewardship scheme 
provides an effective 
mechanism for 
delivering a landscape-
based approach to 
delivering measurable 
improvements in the 
Natural Environment.  

 
2.2 

 
RSPB 
 

 
As above 

 
As Above 

 
2.2. 

 
Natural 
England 

 
Importance of 
sustaining the 
distinctive 
environments, by 
supporting those who 
maintain them. 

 
Distinct environments 
are sustained through 
the means to achieve 
objectives 2.2.1 and 
2.2.2 

 
2.2 

 
Online 
Survey 
respondent 

 
Promotion of public 
awareness regarding 
the natural beauty / 
wildlife within the Park 
is most relevant 

 
Promoting opportunities 
for the understanding of 
the Park’s special 
qualities by the public is 
one of the Statutory 
Purposes and as such is 
addressed through 
many of the outcomes 
and objectives 

 
1.3 
2.2 
2.3 
5.3 

 
Online 
Survey 
respondent 
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Economic and business 
development is not 
always compatible with 
the (other) interests of 
the National Park. E.g. 
sports such as grouse 
shooting has resulted in 
the decline and 
probable 
disappearance of the 
hen harrier 

 
The Management Plan 
aims to strike a balance 
between social, 
economic and 
environmental 
considerations to ensure 
that sustainable 
development is pursued. 

  
Survey 
Respondent 

 
SSSI classification 
needs not to be the 
only measure of the 
health of natural 
habitats within the 
National Park boundary 

 
SSSI is not the only 
measure of habitat 
health; it is an 
internationally 
recognised designation 
and a key indicator of 
quality habitat. 

  
College 
Valley 
Estate 

 
Potential to work with 
Marine Management 
Organisation – The 
MMO explains that its 
work is relevant to the 
National Park because 
“at its landward extent 
a marine plan will apply 
up to the mean high 
water springs mark, 
which includes the tidal 
extent of any rivers” 
 

 
This work is already 
being done through 
partnership working with 
the Environment Agency 
on river catchment 
management. 

 
2.2 
3.1 
3.2 
 

 
MMO 

 
General comment: 
Further investment in 
well-targeted creation 
of productive woodland 
can mitigate flood risk, 
manage diffuse 
pollution and reduce 
thermal stress to 
freshwater life. 

 
Creation of productive 
woodland is addressed 
objective 3.1.1.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
3.1 

 
Confor 

Management Plan 
should make reference 
to the National Park 
Authority’s statutory 
requirement (under the 
NPPF) to consult 
NCC’s flood risk 
management team for 
major developments.  
 

A new means to achieve 
for objective 2.1.3 
addresses this issue. 

2.1 
 

Northumberl
and County 
Council 

 
The NNPA seems to 
suggest that 44% of the 
rivers in its area are not 
in ‘high’ or ‘good’ 
ecological state. This 

 
In 2014, 56% of rivers 
were in ‘high’ or ‘good’ 
ecological status, the 
highest percentage for 
an English National Park 

  
College 
Valley 
Estate 
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doesn’t seem to be 
very impressive, given 
their location in the 
catchment, and one 
wonders whether 
commercial forestry 
activity might not be 
implicated in the 
generation of some of 
this pollution. 

– see State of the Park 
report 2015 

 
Concerns of 
fluoridisation of the 
water course in 
Northumberland 

This issue is outside the 
remit of the 
Management Plan. 

  
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Bellingham 

 
Balance in North 
and South of the 
National Park / 
Impact of The Sill 
 
 
 

 
Investment is 
channelled to southern 
areas of the Park, 
notably the Hadrian’s 
Wall corridor where 
there is a significant 
focus on The Sill  
 
Need to be mindful of 
The Sill being too large 
a profile 

 
New means to achieve 
objective 4.1.2  
 
Explore the 
development of 
initiatives such as Sill 
satellite sites in 
locations throughout the 
National Park. 
  

 
N/a 

 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Wooler 
 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Elsdon 
 

 
Cheviots as a 
counterweight to The 
Sill / Hadrian’s Wall. 
Need to make more of 
the North another 
centre 

 
A new means to achieve 
objective 1.1.2 aims to 
ensure that benefits 
from investment 
initiatives and 
programmes are felt 
across the National Park 
not just in one location.  
 
 
 

 
N/a 

 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Elsdon 

 
Concerns of the effects 
increased numbers of 
visitors will have on 
infrastructure, 
particularly roads.  

 
Any potentially negative 
impact of The Sill has 
been considered prior to 
planning permission 
being granted. 
Mitigations against 
these are subsequently 
being made. E.g. road 
widening and speed 
restrictions.  
 
 
 
 

 
N/a 

 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Bardon Mill 
 
Email 
corresponde
nce 
 
Market 
attendee, 
Hexham 
 

 
Recreation, 
Access and 
Tourism 
 

 
Largely positive 
response to promoting 
tourism such as the 
Dark Sky Park status 

 
The updated objectives 
support the 
development, protection 
and publicity of the Dark 
Sky Park status. 

 
1.1 
1.2 
2.1 
3.3 
 

 
Various 
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No specific action to 
take. 

 
Concerns of building 
design effects on Dark 
Sky park i.e. light 
spillage from large 
glass facades 

 
Objective 2.1.1 aims to 
protect and enhance 
levels of Tranquillity 
within the National Park.  
 
A new means of 
achievement also aims 
to ensure that outside 
lighting in the National 
Park is compliant with 
the International Dark 
Sky Park Lighting 
Master Plan 

 
2.1 

 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Lanehead 

 
Concern of noise from 
neighbours and traffic. 

 
Objective 2.1.1 
addresses levels of 
tranquillity within the 
Park.  
 
Noise from neighbours 
is outside of the 
Management Plan remit. 
 

 
2.1 

 
Drop-in 
Event 
attendee, 
Bellingham 

 
Use the National Park 
to strengthen links 
between school 
children and the natural 
environment 

 
This is addressed 
through objective 1.3.1, 
and the new means to 
achieve relating to the 
role of The Sill as a hub 
to provide increased 
access to opportunities 
for young people will be 
instrumental in its 
achievement. 

 
1.1 
1.2 
1.2 
1.3 

 
Youth 
Cabinet 

 
We would like to see 
regular events that 
create learning and 
volunteering 
opportunities that target 
16-25 year olds 

 
The role of The Sill has 
been identified in a new 
means to achieve 
objective 1.3.1. This will 
endeavour to increase 
access to learning 
opportunities for young 
people.  
 
The Management Plan 
continues to support 
volunteering initiatives, 
particularly for young 
people, through 
objective 1.3.3 and the 
means of its 
achievement.  

 
1.3 

 
Youth 
Cabinet 

 
Importance of 
maintaining the existing 
(cycle) route network 
as well as enhancing / 

 
By including the 
importance of enhancing 
the network in the new 
means to achieve 1.2.1, 

 
1.2 

 
Kielder 
Water and 
Forest Park 
 



ITEM 2 – Appendix 2 

11 
 

expanding the network 
 
Also need to educate - 
cyclist behaviour on 
bridleways 

maintenance of the 
existing cycle routes is 
incorporated here. 

Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Bellingham 
 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Elsdon 

 
Need for better signage 
and traffic diversions 
for visitors around 
Hadrian’s Wall 

 
Transport infrastructure 
is more the remit of the 
County Council however 
in achieving objectives 
1.1.2 and 1.2.3, this 
issue should potentially 
be minimised. 

 
Not directly 
related 

 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Haltwhistle 
 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Elsdon 
 
 
 

 
The action around 
increasing the value of 
tourism in 
Northumberland 
National Park to the 
local visitor economy 
can only be achieved 
by partners working 
together.  

 
Identify which partners 
will need to work 
together and show this 
in the plan document. 

 
3.3 

 
Kielder 
Water and 
Forest Park 

 
Broaden access for 
public rights of way 

 
A new means to achieve 
objective 1.2.3 has been 
added to pursue better 
accessibility to public 
rights of way. 

 
1.2 

 
Youth 
Cabinet 
 
Market 
attendee, 
Ashington 

 
Right to roam: walkers, 
cattle, rights of way 
(tricky) 
Rights of way 
particularly through 
Otterburn Ranges 

 
A new means to achieve 
objective 1.2.3 has been 
added to pursue better 
accessibility to public 
rights of way. 
 

 
1.2 

 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Wooler 
 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Elsdon 

 
After supporting the 
sustaining of the 
distinctive 
environments of the 
National Park (see 
comment re. Natural 
Environment), the next 
priority is ensuring 
people get to see them. 

 
These comments 
resonate with the 
National Park statutory 
purposes and duty and 
are already addressed 
by several Management 
Plan objectives.  
 
 
 

 
1.1 
1.2 
1.3 
2.1 
2.2 
2.3 
2.4 
5.3 

 
Online 
Survey 
respondent 
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Key landscape 
management 
challenges are not 
clear. Does it not 
matter that many 
footpaths are 
disappearing, partly 
displaced by grouse 
moor tracks. 

 
The means of achieving 
objective 3.1.1 includes 
ensuring that grouse 
moor (also farming, 
fishing and forestry) 
management practices 
are sustainable and 
conserve and/or 
enhance the National 
Park so as not to detract 
from the natural and 
cultural qualities. 

 
1.2 
3.1  

 
Online 
Survey 
respondent  

 
Ingram Valley – Bank 
Holidays and Sundays 
– Problem with litter. 
Need signage to deter 
littering and abuse 

 
These issues fall outside 
the remit of the 
Management Plan 
Review. 
 
 

 
1.1 

Tel. 
Conversatio
n 
09/10/15 

 
Objective 1.2.1 is 
positive in assisting, 
directly and indirectly, 
the County Council’s 
emerging Core 
Strategy objective of 
growing tourism in a 
sustainable way to 
benefit rural areas, 
communities and 
visitors. 
 

 
Support noted, 
No action needed. 

 
1.2 

 
Northumberl
and County 
Council 

 
The means to achieve 
objective 1.2.1 which 
refers to the continued 
maintenance and 
development of the 
Dark Sky Friendly 
scheme is in line with 
the County Council’s 
emerging Core 
Strategy’s recognition 
of the strategic 
importance of the Dark 
Sky Park and 
associated lighting 
measures. 

 
Support noted, 
No action needed. 

 
1.2 

 
Northumberl
and County 
Council 

 
There is also significant 
economic value 
attached to the 
enjoyment of the 
historic environment 
(see Case for Culture) 

 
This has been referred 
to in the ‘Factors 
influencing change in 
the National Park – 
Historic Environment’ 
section. 
 

 
N/a 

 
Historic 
England 

 
Ensure that people who 
already visit the 

 
Objective 1.3.4 
specifically addresses 

 
1.3 

 
Youth 
Cabinet 
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National Park are 
encouraged to come 
back to visit more 
frequently, and to visit 
other parts of the Park. 

how understanding of 
the special qualities, 
which diversify across 
the Park, is ensured 
among existing visitors.  
 
Potential to refer to the 
role of The Sill in 
facilitating this. 

 
Land 
Management 

 
It is questionable, how 
much influence the 
National Park Authority 
and/or its Partners will 
have on targeting 
Countryside 
Stewardship as it is a 
national scheme. 

 
Objectives 2.2.1 and 
3.1.1 are both 
considered achievable 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
3.2 

 
Forestry 
Commission 

 
Urgently need more 
woodland (commercial 
and mnb) 
 
Less emphasis on wild 
flowers and more on re-
establishing mnb 
woodlands to a level 
enjoyed in the 16th 
century. 1. Rainwater 
run off will be slowed, 
2. Cleaner water, 3. 
Enhanced bio diversity 
4. Source of fuel. 

 
The issue of commercial 
forestry and the 
sustainable growth of 
the forestry industry is 
recognised in the Plan.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3.1 

 
Online 
Survey 
Respondent 

 
The Park should 
consider a “Wood First” 
policy in buildings and 
support the use of 
homegrown timber, 
including backing 
Grown in Britain 

 
This would not be 
appropriate from a 
landscape perspective 
and would conflict with 
our current Building 
Design Guide SPD. 
 
 

 
3.1 

 
Confor 

 
The Park should be 
cognisant of pest 
contingency planning 
and promote best 
practice bio-security. 
 

 
This is addressed 
through new means to 
achieve objective 2.2.2. 
 
 

 
2.2  
3.1 

 
Confor 

The Park must support 
management on a 
landscape scale and 
engage with the Deer 
Initiative and UK 
Squirrel Accord 

The Management Plan 
supports and promotes 
a landscape-scale 
approach to land 
management as per 
objectives 2.2.1; 3.1.1 
and 5.2.1. 

 
2.2 

 
Confor 
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The Park must play a 
part in the growth and 
development of timber 
supplies and ideally the 
(Management) Plan 
should identify the 
importance of active 
forestry management 
and how this can be 
encouraged and 
supported. 

 
20% of the National 
Park is covered in 
productive conifer 
woodland already 
exceeding the 
Governments national 
target of 12%.   

 
3.1 

 
Confor 

 
The proposals to record 
and map of ancient and 
veteran trees is 
supported. 
 
The Woodland Trust 
maintains an online 
inventory of ancient 
trees and would be 
happy to record those 
within the National 
Park. 

 
Comments noted.  

 
3.1(1) 

 
Woodland 
Trust 

 
We would like to see 
the Management Plan 
include more specific 
commitment to giving 
the highest possible 
level of protection to 
ancient/veteran trees. 
Such habitats are 
irreplaceable and it is 
really important that 
they are protected.  

 
This issue is addressed 
by objective 3.1.1 

 
3.1 

 
Woodland 
Trust 

 
The precautionary 
approach to protecting 
trees from disease is 
supported 

 
Support Noted. 
No action required. 

 
2.2 

 
Woodland 
Trust 

 
Supporting the use of 
wood fuel as a 
renewable source of 
energy will lead to more 
global warming 

 
The use of a sustainable 
source of wood as fuel 
would actually decrease 
carbon emissions and 
reduce global warming. 
 
The means to achieve 
objective 4.2.4 supports 
the increased use of 
wood fuel harvested 
from within the National 
Park as a renewable 
source of energy. 
 
The government also 
encourages the use of 
biomass heat and 

 
4.2 

 
Survey 
Respondent 
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electricity as part of its 
Renewable Energy 
Directive (2009). 
 

 
It makes no sense, 
economically or 
ecologically, to 
automatically replant 
felled forestry 
regardless of the site’s 
particular 
circumstances.   
 
The means to achieve 
objective 3.1.1 would 
also help to achieve 
effective means of 
moorland restoration, 
as identified in 
objective 2.2.2. 

 
The sustainable land 
management is 
addressed by objectives 
3.1.1 and 3.2.2 

 
3.1 

 
College 
Valley 
Estate 

 
The National Park’s 
contribution to broader 
networks of protected 
areas seems to be so 
far in the form of setting 
up systems and 
organisations, rather 
than progress on the 
ground.  

 
The Management Plan 
outcomes and 
objectives have been 
implemented through 
programmes, initiatives 
and projects on the 
ground. This will 
continue. 

 
5.2 

 
College 
Valley 
Estate 

 
Other / General 
Comments 
 
Management Plan 
Review Approach 

 
Not changing the vision 
and strategic aims is ‘a 
missed opportunity to 
refresh and revitalise 
the over-arching 
strategy for NNP’  

 
This was an informed 
decision, taking into 
consideration the 
regular monitoring and 
updating of the most 
recent MP (2009-2014) 
and the continued 
relevance of the vision 
and aims. 

 
N/a 

 
RSPB 

 
The review is a 
comprehensive and 
well written document. 

 
Support noted. 

  
Kielder 
Water and 
Forest Park 

 
Public consultation 
advertising for the 
review needs to be 
better, particularly in 
briefing Parish Councils 
in the Park 

 
All Parish Councils were 
briefed in advance of the 
consultation period 
commencing. 

 
N/a 

 
Online 
Survey 
respondent 

 
Set apart those 
objectives which are 
‘core’, those which 
involve supporting 
others, and those which 
can only be achieved ‘if 
time/resources allow’ 

 
The objectives have 
been reviewed to be 
ambitious yet 
achievable. 
 
 

 
All 

 
Online 
Survey 
respondent 



ITEM 2 – Appendix 2 

16 
 

 
It would be useful to 
brief Parish Councils of 
these proposals. The 
consultation needs 
better advertising in 
places such as local 
shops. 

 
Note for the organising 
of publicity of future 
consultation events 

 
N/a 

 
Online 
Survey 
Respondent 

 
Maybe more publicity in 
general 

 
As above. 

 
N/a 

 
Online 
Survey 
Respondent 

 
Other / General 
Comments 

 
Framework for 
identifying objectives 
and outcomes you are 
using is too 
fragmented. The 
important challenge is 
how they all link 
together to make a 
difference. 

 
The overarching vision 
and the 5 strategic aims 
of the Management Plan 
link the outcomes and 
objectives together. 

 
All 

 
Online 
survey 
respondent 

 
The strategic aims of 
the plan are sound. 

 
Support noted. 
Corroborates the 
retention of the existing 
aims and outcomes. 
 

 
N/a 

 
Confor 

 
A continued objective 
that seeks to optimise 
the potential for the 
National Park to 
contribute to the social 
and economic 
regeneration of 
Northumberland and 
wider North East region 

 
The means to achieve 
objective 5.1.1 includes 
celebration of the value 
of the National Park in 
providing environmental, 
social and economic 
benefits (by highlighting 
its contribution to key 
local, regional and 
national targets) 
 

 
5.1(1) 

 
Northumberl
and County 
Council 

 
We will continue to 
work with the National 
Park to work with local 
communities. Working 
with local communities 
is one of our business 
priorities and so 
collaboration on this 
task would be 
welcome. 

 
Comments noted. 

 
2.1(3) 

 
Northern 
Powergrid 
 

 
“The National Park 
Authority does us 
proud” 

 
Support noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Bellingham 
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Mountain Rescue 
identified as an 
important service within 
the National Park 

 
Support noted. 

  
Market 
attendee, 
Ashington 

 
Potential to provide 
foldaway chairs in the 
Park 

 
This is outside of the 
Management Plan 
Review remit but the 
comment has been 
noted. 
 

 
N/a 

 
Survey 
Respondent 

 
Provide copies of the 
Management Plan in 
locations around the 
Park 

 
This is outside of the 
Management Plan 
Review remit but the 
comment has been 
noted. 

 
N/a 

 
Survey 
Respondent 

 
Importance of a local 
list and risk register 

 
This is covered in 
objective 2.3.1 

 
2.3(1) 

 
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Lanehead 
 

 
Views from outside 
British Steel. China 
Stephenson’s Cottage 

This is outside of the 
Management Plan 
Review remit but the 
comment has been 
noted. 

 Tel. 
conversatio
n 
25/09/15 

 
Crime and cattle 
rustling – what are we 
going to do? 

This is outside of the 
Management Plan 
Review remit but the 
comment has been 
noted. 

  
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Haltwhistle 

 
“ReadMe Haltwhistle” – 
mutual benefits of 
working with the 
National Park Authority 

 
Comment noted 

  

 
The Authority website 
is clunky and slow. 

 
Comment noted 

  
Market 
attendee, 
Ashington 

 
Concerned of number 
of thefts in NNP car 
parks. There is 
inefficient policing 
Cost of car parking is 
too high, namely 
Housesteads 

 
This is outside of the 
Management Plan 
Review remit but the 
comment has been 
noted  

  
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Haltwhistle 

 
There is no buy-in from 
the residents who as 
usual are almost 
completely ignored 
when the NNPA 
discusses its plans 

 
The Management Plan 
review has been subject 
to extensive consultation 
and is in accordance 
with the Authority’s 
adopted Statement of 
Community 
Involvement. 

 
N/a 

 
Online 
Survey 
Respondent 
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More training needed 
for Members to 
recognise the merits of 
current planning policy 
(personal to 
respondent’s 
circumstances in 
providing a tourism 
service) 
 

 
Note relevance for the 
Local Plan review. 

 
N/a 

 
Online 
Survey 
respondent 

 
There is a lot of 
emphasis on showing 
how parks contribute to 
GDP etc, because of 
current government 
rhetoric/funding 
opportunities. Avoid 
being distracted away 
from core values and 
actions appropriate for 
national park 
management. National 
Parks contribute much 
more to our society 
than GDP contribution. 

 
The Management Plan 
is balanced in its 
consideration of the 
objectives and means of 
achieving these. 

 
N/a 

 

 
Getting residents 
directly elected to its 
main board 

 
This is not relevant for 
the Management Plan 
Review. 
 
Inform respondent of 
opportunities to become 
involved in Authority 
management. 

 
 

 
Online 
Survey 
respondent 

 
The tone is all about 
realising national 
government policy. This 
is important as 
hopefully National Park 
managers think along a 
longer time perspective 
than our current 
governments. Hopefully 
there is some real 
movement to greater 
decentralisation 
(though with less 
money) 

 
The Management Plan 
needs to refer to and be 
in line with the 
Environment Act 1995.   
 
The Management Plan 
considers links with the 
North East Devolution 
agreement.  

 
N/a 

 
Online 
survey 
respondent 

 
(In relation to 
identifying the 
achievements over the 
previous Management 
Plan period) To 
measure success we 
really need to know 
how many projects 

 
In setting new and 
updated objectives and 
targets, throughout the 
Management Plan, 
ensure this level of 
detail is included. 
 
Note for future 

 
All 

 
Historic 
England 
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were undertaken and 
how many groups / 
individuals were 
engaged and derived 
value from the process. 

Management Plan 
monitoring. 

 
(In relation to 
identifying the 
achievements over the 
previous Management 
Plan period) Identifying 
funding is one thing, 
actually implementing 
the scheme is another. 
 

 
The objectives and 
means to achieve them 
are considered 
achievable. 

 
All 

 
Historic 
England 

 
(Within Aim 2) Some of 
the objectives are not 
‘SMART’ enough, 
namely 2.1.3 and 2.2.3. 
Tangible and 
measurable outcomes 
are needed to judge 
success – need to 
revise terms including 
“explore opportunities”, 
“encourage” and 
“seeking to establish” 

 
The terminology within 
the Management Plan 
objectives is considered 
appropriate. 

 
2.1 
2.2 

 
Historic 
England 

 
LEPs economic review 

The North East LEP, the 
strategic economic plan 
and the devolution 
agreement have all 
been referred to in the 
revised draft. 
 

  
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Wooler 

 
Cows losing their 
tracking collars 

This is not relevant for 
the Management Plan 
Review. 
 

  
Drop-in 
event 
attendee, 
Wooler 

 
List of organisations that responded to the consultation 
 

1. College Valley Estate 
2. Confor 
3. Forestry Commission 
4. Historic England 
5. Lilburn Estates Farming Partnership 
6. Kielder Water and Forest Park Development Trust  
7. Marine Management Organisation (MMO) 
8. Natural England 
9. Northern Powergrid 
10. Northumberland County Council (NCC) 
11. Northumberland Tourism 
12. Northumberland Youth Cabinet – (an event was held on the 22

nd
 September 2015). 

13. Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) 
14. Woodland Trust 
 

 
 


