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Some ways in which Northumberland National Park Authority has benefitted from the 

work of the English National Park Authorities Association (ENPAA) 

The overall benefit of ENPAA membership is that it allows Northumberland national park 

Authority to speak alongside the other 9 English national parks with a single and strong voice to 

government. It is the strength of this collective voice which has delivered real influence on a 

number of important policy and legislative areas . Below are only some examples of what has 

and is being achieved. 

Consultation responses and delivering an improved policy framework for national parks 

 Since January 2012 ENPAA has submitted approximately 19 consultation responses, 

enabling NNPA’s voice to be heard more loudly as part of a collective position and 

reducing senior management time in approving individual Park responses (examples are 

listed at the end). 

 ENPAA had a significant influence on the content of the Government’s National Parks 

Vision and Circular 2010 which remains the Government’s policy on National Parks.  

NNPA staff were involved in intensive discussions on this and in helping us to draft 

suggested text for the Circular.  

 ENPAA helped secure changes to the final publication of the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) that will have an enduring influence on planning in the National Park 

and which thanks to our efforts retains the great weight protection afforded to National 

Parks.  

 ENPAA engagement with CLG and DECC led to the Government’s National Policy 

Statement (NPS) on Energy  led to specific reference to the need to look at the ‘setting’ 

of protected landscapes when planning new infrastructure. 

 ENPAA has a place on Defra’s Ministerial Stakeholder Group looking at CAP reform.  

This allows NPAs to have a voice in a debate that is critical to the future of 

Northumberland National Park and its communities, yet which would (in all probability) 

be drowned out if coming from only one or two National Parks. 

 As a result of its activities over the past six years ENPAA has developed close working 

relationships with a number of government departments which has led to national park 

authorities having early engagement with emerging government policy and thus having 

an ability to influence it to the benefit of parks as it is being developed. 

Legislation  

 ENPAA secured amendments to the Energy Act to ensure that NPAs are able to benefit 

from Feed In Tariffs (FITs) for renewable energy when previously they were excluded, 

thus creating a potential new income stream for the NPA. 

 ENPAA is currently highlighting the dangers of the Government’s proposals in the 

Growth and Infrastructure Bill that could set a dangerous precedent for removing the 

duty to have regard, as well as highlighting the need for more investment in broadband 

for national park communities.  

Access to decision makers 

 ENPAA maintained contact with the Independent Forestry Panel and specifically urged 

them to visit Northumberland National Park given the significance of forestry for the 

National Park. 
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 ENPAA has worked consistently to improve the rapport with CLG.  This has led to 

thedevelopment of a direct working relationship with the Chief Planner for England and a 

CLG Director or Deputy Director being assigned to Northumberland NPA rather than 

being omitted because the Authority was not a county, unitary or district authority.  

 The Government’s Chief Planner, and separately Defra’s Deputy Director with 

responsibility for National Parks have both indicated a desire to visit each National Park, 

with the overall programme being co-ordinated via ENPAA and the detailed visit by 

NNPA. Both visits will take place in 2012.    

 ENPAA provides the Secretariat for the All Party Parliamentary Group on National 

Parks.  The APPG is the main vehicle for raising awareness of the work of NPAs to 

Parliamentarians.  During 2012, we organised 3 meetings – on localism, water 

management, and woodlands.  At each meeting we included Northumberland NPA 

examples in material handed to Parliamentarians (eg. on the Action Area Approach, the 

carbon neutral sheep farming project, and the cheviot futures project in relation to water 

management).  Tony Gates addressed the APPG in March 2010 (one of only a few 

CEOs to have done so). 

 Tony Gate’s role as lead for ENPAA on tourism has enabled him to have increased 

access to Visit England, and while the role is one that focuses on the collective needs of 

all NPAs it does allow Visit England to appreciate some of the issues for smaller or more 

remote National Parks. 

Networking and peer support 

 ENPAA also facilitates internal networking and discussion between Chairs, CEOs, and 

NPA staff.  This provides an opportunity to share challenges that the NPA are facing and 

to hear ideas from others as to how they have sought to address them, as well of course 

as explaining the good practice undertaken by NNPA itself.    

 ENPAA is invited to sit on a variety of national forums.  These include, for example, the 

England Biodiversity Group, the National Forestry Stakeholder Forum, and Defra’s 

Sustainable Land Management Uplands Group.  There position provide useful 

networking and personal development opportunities and those attending take the voice 

of all NPAs not just their own and it unlikely such access would be provided were NPAs 

to make approaches individually.   

Information, support, shared services  and reduced costs  

 NNPA receives updates on policy that enable it to operate with the latest information 

across a spectrum of policy issues.  An example being the information that the ENPAA 

office circulated on Nature Improvements Areas and LNPs to assist NPAs submitting 

their bids.  

 ENPAA monitors  parliament and provides general and national park specific information 

to Parks. 

 ENPAA works closely with the national Associatin of AONbs 

 Through ENPAA and a Defra grant each NPA received Video Conferencing equipment 

which has enabled increased inter-action between NPAs, and will have reduced NNPA’s 

travel budget for many years for cross-NPA meetings. 

 ENPAA was able to secure from the Office of National Statistics, ‘best fit’ data cut to 

National Park boundaries, thus saving time and expense having to re-analyse data.   
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 ENPAA working closely with Defra have uncovered economic profiles for each NPA, 

including Northumberland, that Defra held centrally and which NNPA staff have indicated 

will be very helpful in future. 

 Collective negotiation through ENPAA has led to reduced costs to NPAs for the services 

of Natural England’s OASYS (a database on access) equivalent to savings of 6K over 3 

years. 

 ENPAA has prepared a database of research which has been undertaken by NPAs.  

This has been produced to enable NNPA (and other NPAs) to access existing research; 

to avoid duplication; and to help the NNPA to focus its limited resources on new 

research that really adds value for the NPA.   

 

 

 

ENPAA Consultation responses submitted since January 2012 

Each consultation response is circulated to NNPA staff in advance to ensure the response 

represents a collective position 

 

 Defra consultation on on Habitats and Wild Birds Directives Implementation Review 

(Feb) 

 CLG consultation on Right to Buy (Feb) 

 Visit England consultation on Transport and Tourism Action Plan (March) 

 Defra consultation on Common Agricultural Policy Reform (March) 

 DfT Draft Traffic Advisory Leaflet on Reducing Sign Clutter (March) 

 Ofgem consultation on way forward for next Electricity Distribution Price Control Review 

(April) 

 DfT Traffic Orders: Simplifying the process (April) 

 NICE consultation on Walking and Cycling (June) 

 Natural England consultation on National Trails Management review (July) 

 Defra consultation on Improvements to the policy and legal framework for public rights of 

way (August) 

 CLG consultation on Listed Building Consents (August) 

 Joint ENPAA/ NPW / NAAONB response to National Grid consultation on RIIO-T1 

proposals for National Grid Electricity Transmission Infrastructure (Sept) 

 CLG consultation on Re-use of existing buildings and other planning reforms (Sept) 

 DoH consultation on Joint Strategic Needs Assessments and Joint Health and Well-

being Strategies (Oct) 

 CLG consultation on Renegotiation of Section 106 Planning Obligations (Oct) 

 DfT consultation on Setting Local Speed Limits (Oct) 

 DfT consultation on establishing a national Aviation Policy Framework (Nov) 

 Forestry Commission consultation on potential woodland creation (Nov) 

 Defra consultation on amending the guidance to the Habitats Directive (Nov)  

 


