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MINUTES OF 

NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  

SPECIAL MEETING 

National Park Offices, Hexham 

Wednesday 16 October 2013  1045 - 1150 

 

Present 
Mr Mike Bell Cllr Sue Bolam 
Dr Paul Cowie Cllr Chris France 
Cllr Kirsten Francis Cllr Val Gibson 
Cllr Anthony Murray Mr Peter Murray 
Cllr John Riddle Cllr Glen Sanderson 
Cllr John Taylor Cllr Michael Walton 
Ms Mel Whewell Cllr Johnny Wilson 
Cllr Alan Sharp   

 
Officers in attendance: Tony Gates (Chief Executive [National Park Officer]); Andrew Miller 
(Head of Programmes and Conservation); Tammy Adams (Head of Planning and 
Communities); Robert Mayhew (Landscape & Forestry Officer); Gill Thompson, Ecologist. 
 
Others in attendance: Tom Sunter (Legal Adviser), Philip Ashmore (Independent Person) 

 
NPA48 -2013 Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies were noted from Rev Canon Graham Usher and Cllr Tom Wilson.  

 

NPA49-2013 Declaration of Members’ and Officers’ Interests  

 
Members queried that if they did not know the identity of the applicant how can they declare an 
interest.  The Legal Adviser referred to the Authority’s Member Code of Conduct and advised 
that if members did not know the identity of the applicant, they had no grounds to declare an 
interest at that point in time. 
 
Mr M Bell said that he knows of the applicant and though not a personal friend, he had 
received a phone call from him. The Legal Adviser asked for details of the conversation.  Mr 
Bell said the applicant had called him to ask for his views and support, which Mr Bell said he 
was not willing to discuss with him as it was not appropriate to do so.   
 
The Legal Adviser asked why the application was classified as ‘confidential’. The Landscape 
and Forestry Officer informed members that at the time of writing the paper sent out to 
members, the applicant had asked to be kept anonymous due to a number of commercially 
sensitive issues relating to the application and the purchase of the land. Subsequently 
however,  there had been a public meeting on 14 October 2013, the application was no  longer 
a confidential matter and the Landscape and Forestry Officer provided the applicant’s name to 
the Committee. 
 
The Chairman said that as the applicant’s identify was now in the public domain did any 
member wish to declare an interest and noted there were no declarations made.  

 

NPA50-2013 ITEM 1: Environmental Impact Assessment Screening Response and   

English Woodland Grant Scheme: Application -  Woolaw Farm, Rochester 

 
R Mayhew, Landscape & Forestry Officer, introduced his report which he illustrated with a 
comprehensive presentation.  He said the proposed English Woodland Grant Scheme (EWGS)  
scheme at Woolaw would help deliver the government’s Forestry and Woodland Policy 
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Statement; help deliver the aims of the EWGS; help deliver the key objectives and outcomes 
identified in Northumberland National Park’s Management Plan 2009 – 2014 specifically 
outcomes 2.2, 2.2.1 and 3.1.1; was in keeping with the Local Development Framework Core 
Strategy Policy 22 and the Landscape Supplementary Planning document; and advised the 
application was recommended for approval subject to minor amendments to the 
recommendation.   
 
The Landscape and Forestry Officer referred to a members’ site visit on 4 October 2013 and 
the public meeting held on 14 October 2013 when the public had an opportunity to provide 
community feedback on the scheme.    
 
A member asked the Legal Adviser for advice as it could be reasoned that once support had 
been given to the application, might this be helping to fix the land value as the sale had not yet 
been completed. The Legal Adviser said this was a separate issue and the matter being 
discussed at this meeting was the Authority’s response to the screening option.  
 
The Landscape and Forestry Officer reminded members that the reason for calling the Special 
Authority Meeting was to seek members’ opinions in order to provide a formal response to the 
Forestry Commission but the final decision as to whether the scheme should proceed was up 
to the Forestry Commission.  
 
Following the presentation members’ comments were invited: 
 

 Local Archaeology: Members had concerns regarding the archaeology at the site and the 
Landscape & Forestry Officer pointed out that protection of the archaeology at the site was 
integral to the Authority’s consideration of, and response to, the application.  
 

 Access: the area proposed for planting was mapped as ‘access land’ under the 
Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) Act 2000 and the proposed scheme could result 
in up to 250 hectares of access land being lost.  Members suggested the applicant could 
draw up an agreement to allow public access to be retained across the site for the duration 
of the woodland’s life and asked that the Forestry Commission gave this their 
consideration.   
 
Members also noted the proximity of the Pennine Way and asked that consideration be 
given to linking this route to the access provision on site by the means of a circular path or 
local access routes.  
 

 Species tree loss: the Landscape and Forestry Officer pointed out that the list of proposed 
species was included in the original application. He said the Forestry Commission were 
looking at what other species might supplement  Ash that would normally be found in this 
location but due to the devastating effects of Chalara (Ash die back disease) is no longer 
allowed to be planted. Sycamore was being suggested as it coppiced well and was a good 
wood fuel.  
 
However if a future owner of the woodland did not coppice the sycamore there would be 
concern at the spread of this tree into nearby stands of ancient semi natural woodland.  
Members noted at para 6.5 of the report there was a suggestion that Sycamore be 
replaced with Aspen; asked if the percentage of Scots Pine could be re-considered and 
noted the site was within a red squirrel reserve buffer area.  
 

 Erosion: The Landscape and Forestry Officer explained that potential erosion concerns 
were dependent on the method of planting; if shallow ploughing was used to prepare the 
planting area this could affect drainage.  The applicant was not, however, proposing to use 
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this method and generally, trees and a woodland/ wet woodland area was likely to result in 
a slower water run-off. 

 
Members noted the recommendation in the report (para 7.1 referring to para 6.5) that:  
 
‘the Authority was recommended to agree a response to the Forestry Commission welcoming 
this English Woodland Grant Scheme application subject to minor amendments to enhance the 
biodiversity and landscape value of the proposed woodland as set out in paragraph 6.5 of the 
report and a solution to maintaining long term public access to the application site at Woolaw 
Farm being agreed’. 
 
Members agreed to this recommendation and there being no further matters discussed,  
 

RESOLVED to agree a response to the Forestry Commission welcoming this English 
Woodland Grant Scheme application subject to minor amendments to enhance the 
biodiversity and landscape value of the proposed woodland as set out in paragraph 6.5 of the 
report and a solution to maintaining long term public access to the application site at Woolaw 
Farm being agreed. 

 
The Chairman thanked the Forestry and Landscape Officer and the Ecologist for their input.  
 
The meeting ended at 1150.  
 
 
 


